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We all inherit scripts and stories 
from our families. 
Dr. Robert Milch’s inheritance included the struggles of 
immigrants and the shadows of anti-Semitism, but these 
adversities were outmatched by his family and his people’s 
search for knowledge and beauty. With that legacy, he 
learned to live with purpose and lead with kindness, in 
devotion to family and with concern for others. Bob would go 
on to influence, move and motivate others with one flick of a 
word or turn of a phrase.

In Memory of Our Dear 
Friend and Co-Founder
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He loved art, language, medicine and justice — 
but only insofar as he could find humanity in them. 

He needed poetry, prose and language that was 
lyrical, and that captured the richness of minds 
and hearts. Of the care of patients, he wrote, “If 
you would meet the patient’s needs, you must go 
beyond the mere proficiencies of your training, 
listen to what you are hearing, see the world with 
their vision, and understand their fears, for their 
fears are the manifestations of their needs.” 

Of course, having been raised well, Bob 
would have thought it imprudent to list his 
many achievements and accolades. And that is 
unfortunate, because Bob was an uncommon 
man who was either blessed or cursed with being 
better than most at just about everything, and 
adoration followed him throughout life. 

Perhaps more important than the achievements 
or summits Bob reached were the paths he chose 
throughout his life. He always searched for the 
largest burden to bear, and he carried it each time 
— not for himself, but for others. Many years ago, 
someone asked me to describe what motivated 
Bob and I replied, “Well, he just sleeps better at 
night if he slays some dragons during the day.”

Where Bob found humanity lacking, he sought 
change with purpose and purity. 

Why else would a talented young surgeon, at 
the height of his skill and prominence, leave 

the prestige of the operating room to care for 
hospice patients in their homes, patients beyond 
intervention or cure, patients in need of a simple 
presence? I always assumed that he had no 
choice — he was compelled by the potential for 
something more humane and he held a vision that 
few could see. So, he put down the scalpel, and 
with the same proficiency and determination as 
when he was holding it, he picked up the sword 
of advocacy. Bob went from being gowned 
and gloved to stealing supplies from the same 
hospital he worked at to take to patients’ homes. 

In 1977, the dragon he set out to fight was in the 
form of a CEO at Buffalo General Hospital, and 
the injustice he rose against was patient suffering. 
That year there were exactly zero hospital-based 
Palliative Care Units in the United States. So, Bob 
approached the CEO about a dedicated Palliative 
Care Unit and the CEO expressed concern about 
revenue-generating bed loss. Like all heroes, 
Bob was inspired rather than deterred by being 
told “no.” So he signed a blank check and told 
the CEO to fill it in at the end of the year to cover 
the loss. That moment of defiance helped launch 
the momentum towards hospital-based palliative 
care, and today over 70 percent of U.S. hospitals 
offer palliative care programs. He also helped 
launch the first freestanding Hospice Inpatient 
Unit, situated on our campus in Cheektowaga. 

In fact, Hospice Buffalo was the 11th established 
hospice in the nation. Today there are over 5,500 
such organizations, which collectively served over 
1.6 million patients last year. 

In 1999, I sat across from Bob for a job interview, 
during which I observed the same level of 
undeterred advocacy. This interview would 
change my life. I asked Bob what qualities he 
was looking for in a doctor entering his field, 
and without missing a beat, he answered, 
“righteous indignation.” Bob’s advocacy for more 
humane care never stopped — same fight just 
different dragons…from advocating for universal 
healthcare to the Medical Aid in Dying Act. His 
writings are a plea to better align the workings of 
healthcare to the true needs of the patient, to get 
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Buffalo General nurse with Dr. Robert Milch, at the 
opening of the first dedicated palliative care unit.
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closer to the patient’s bedside and to understand the view 
from the bed. In a recent article, he began with a Spanish 
proverb: “As one moves from the stands to the arena, the 
perspective on the bull changes.” He then wrote, “I cannot 
in good conscience dictate to someone else when they 
reach an intolerable point of suffering, when the ravages 
of irreversible disease demand only its endurance, often 
inconsistent with the values and philosophy with which 
one has lived.” You can see why it is that he was built for 
such heavy work — with his fierce intellect, surpassed by 
an even bigger heart and of course his beautiful language. 
What was so defining about this article was how he ended 
it…with four simple words, “Bring on the bull.”

One of Bob’s greatest gifts was knowing when: when to 
listen, when to guide, when to express concern, when to 
laugh and when to hug. 

My lifelong passion has been horses. Bob would often 
sit quietly as I went on and on about all things having 
to do with horses. One day I commented to him that 
I didn’t realize how much he also loved talking about 
horses. He smiled and said, “I don’t. I love you when 
you talk about horses.” Many of the people he loved, 
he did so because of, rather despite, their frailties and 
shortcomings — he embraced those who walked the 
lines between madness and genius, those with struggles 
of addiction or depression, those who are often 
marginalized or misunderstood. Again, his belief was 
that our most redeeming quality is our shared struggle to 
remain humane. 

One of my favorite memories of Bob is that whenever we 
had a new medical student or resident, he would block off 
several hours to sit with them — this was his sacred time, 
when he would truly get to know these students as people 
— their uniqueness, their hopes and their experience 
with loss. It always fascinated me how he emerged from 
these discussions with the same conclusion: each student 
was more remarkable than the next, more brilliant, more 
insightful. One week, he met the next Einstein, another 
week it was Schweitzer or Osler. He was always hopeful, 
seeing promise in everyone and enamored by each 
person’s potential — he only recognized and gave credit 
to goodness. He more than taught, he inspired. In a 
speech to medical students, Bob memorably said, “When 
our work is at its finest, together we have seen in those 
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entrusted to our care the emergence of the best 
of human nature — the courage, grace, dignity 
and love of which one is capable. To the extent 
that we are able to play a part in that wonder, we 
are ourselves elevated and transformed. It may 
be that recognition which should be foremost in 
what we need to teach, for what happens at the 
bedside is not just a function of what we know, but 
of what we are.” 

How those we love leave us at the end of their 
lives is an extension of our relationship with them. 

It matters; it informs and guides us as we struggle 
through grief and embrace their remembrance. 

Bob’s end of life journey is not just a story to 
remember, it is one worthy of reverence. Bob 
left us with the same eloquence, principle and 
strength that carried him throughout life; he could 
not be reduced or defined by illness. Dying 
didn’t alter his core principles or passions. While 
in the hospital, he was distressed by the care 
he witnessed. Through his eyes, those in need 
always deserved care that was more dignified, 
more humane.

Bob never denied the reality of his 
impending death.

I believe he looked past the inevitable and chose 
instead to affirm life by caring for those around 
him, through countless gestures of love and 
grace. He showed us hope and love even while 
he was saying goodbye. True to the richness of 
his soul, he sought beauty. In the waning minutes 
of life, he recited Shakespeare. And of course, he 
found humor, even in the dark and lonely hours. 
Two nights before he passed, he must have been 
confused about time and texted me at 3:36 a.m. 
There were typos, so he kept retyping variations 
of the same message. After the third attempt, he 
texted “Maybe we should just go for lunch.”

Bob also remained dutiful till the very end. 

He was incapable of being an imposition, which 
made him a horrible patient. He refused to call 
me for support during the night. He told his wife 
Linda that he didn’t want to wake me. His son 

Mike remarked that his cause of death could be 
“failure to impose.” In his last hours, he openly 
expressed regret at not being able to finish his 
thank you notes. 

As in life, he was compelled to express in words 
the warmth that was in his heart. 

He wrote beautiful letters to his children and 
grandchildren. One passage reads, “You will find 
me when you least expect to, in your words and 
gestures, your stories recollected and retold, 
when a sight or sound or smell calls our moments 
together in memory. Listen for my voice when 
days are long, decisions are difficult, times hard, 
knowing that my love and encouragement endure 
forever; your values and instincts are good — your 
inner voice sounds a lot like mine.”

On May 9th, Mother’s Day, he wrote his beloved 
wife Linda that, “My last conscious thought will be 
of you, and the last word on my lips will be your 
name.” As promised, when that moment called, 
he turned his head and gazed into her eyes — 
leaving us as gracefully as he lived. 

This piece was adapted from the eulogy given 
by Christopher Kerr, dear friend, mentee and 
physician partner.

— Christopher Kerr, MD, PhD
Chief Executive Officer,  
Chief Medical Officer
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““Listen for my voice when days are 
long, decisions are difficult, times 
hard, knowing that my love and 
encouragement endure forever...”
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My friendship with Bob Milch started the way 
the movie Casablanca ended, as Rick and Louis 
strolled together into the mist after their courageous 
defiance of the Nazis: “Louis, I think this is the 
beginning of a beautiful friendship.” We were 
introduced by Ira Byock, who, like Bob, was a 
pioneering and major figure in American hospice 
care. All of us agreed that the specialty of surgery 
needed to be included in the then nascent field of 
palliative care.

When we first met, I was immediately struck by 
Bob’s contagious generosity of spirit and warm, 
slightly ironic humor. These qualities, along with 
his rapier-like intellect, proved to be essential 
throughout our collaboration, in which we applied 
the concepts of palliative care to surgical care. His 
handsome visage, impeccable manners and dress, 
along with his thoughtful speech, were additional 
assets that furthered this mission. Overall, he gave 
an impression of determined compassion. He had 
risked much professionally, departing from a highly 
successful surgical practice, to become a full-time 
advocate for patients with terminal illness. He often 
referred to us as “recovering surgeons” when we 
were later asked who we were. Interestingly, we 
were both sons of highly respected surgeons. 
I considered myself blessed to be the junior 
partner, working with one of the most experienced 
and respected practitioners of hospice care in 
the country.

For surgeons and non-surgical palliative care 
practitioners, the involvement of surgeons in 
hospice and palliative care seemed almost an 
oxymoron. With typical wit, he reassured non-
surgeons in the new specialty, “We were the last 
to come to the table, but we have the sharpest 
utensils!” We became so linked in our work that we 
acquired and subsequently used several monikers 
such as Lewis and Clark, Banting and Best, and 
Abbott and Costello.

The foundational meeting for the future specialty 
of surgical palliative care left us elated. It seemed 
that everything we cherished in humanities and 
surgery had come together. We couldn’t wait to get 
on with the lengthy wish list of projects and goals 
our fledgling group of like-minded surgeons had 
agreed upon. We gave each other a hug at the 
end of that day as I left Buffalo to return home. It 
clearly was a “beautiful friendship.” The next day, 
auspiciously enough, was September 11, 2001. 

Our fondest shared memory was the high noon 
moment when we had an audience with Dr. John 
Cameron. Dr. Cameron was then chief of surgery 
at Johns Hopkins, arguably the most famous 
department of surgery in the world. He was a 
redoubtable figure who was the personification 
of everything orthodox and sound in the practice 
of surgery. He had held countless leadership 
positions, was the editor of one of the most widely 
read surgical textbooks and had trained countless 
residents who subsequently became highly 
positioned academic researchers and chairpersons. 
We believed that if we could demonstrate to Dr. 
Cameron the necessity of systematically introducing 
the precepts and practices of palliative care to the 
practice of surgery, the culture of surgery would 
change. As we apprehensively waited for his 
entrance, Bob loosened the tension, saying, “Nice 
work, Sweetest. Here we are, two dufuses from 
Buffalo, in the heart of Hopkins, going to bat against 
John Cameron! Do you know where the fire exit is 
in this place?” It went well. Bob’s experience and 
credibility with respect to symptom control and 
mentoring of residents was highly persuasive. Dr. 
Cameron could not have been more gracious and 
subsequently supportive. I was answering most of 
the questions, but he was watching Bob.

Only a mensch like Bob could have the compassion, 
intellect, and vision to seamlessly reconcile two 
fields as diverse as surgery and hospice/palliative 
care. Both fields changed forever.

A Beautiful 
Friendship

 — Geoffrey P. Dunn, MD, FACS 
Friend, colleague, and 
Bob’s Costello
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Remembering Dr. Robert Milch
“Doctor Milch played a vital role in providing high quality medical care to Hospice Buffalo patients.” 
— Don Shedd, Co-Founder, Hospice Buffalo Pioneer

“It is rare to have had the opportunity to work with a person with so many brilliant qualities. Dr. Robert Milch 
is nationally recognized for devoting his life’s work to relieve suffering and provide comfort and support to the 
sick and dying. His reassuring nature and principled presence have left a permanent imprint on countless 
people in Western New York, as well as the larger national hospice and palliative care community. Throughout 
his career Dr. Milch combined wisdom, humor and spirited integrity to inspire those in his company. I will be 
forever grateful and blessed to have had the opportunity to call Dr. Milch my colleague and friend.”
— Patrick T. Flynn 
Former President, Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo Foundation

“I can’t overstate the tremendous influence Dr. Milch had on my life. I will always be grateful to Bob for bringing 
me to Hospice Buffalo 35 years ago. That gentle smile...that warm touch...that quiet confident comment... 
He was my role model...my mentor...my friend...I will miss him greatly.”
— Jock Mitchell, Emeritus Chair, Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo Board of Directors

“While I had known and admired Bob as a doctor 
and early Hospice advocate, I will always treasure  
my time spent as a colleague of Bob’s while at  
Hospice several decades ago as we designed, funded 
and built the now Milch Mitchell Hospice campus! 
I have nothing but deep affection, admiration, and 
respect for Bob; he leaves a very special and lasting 
legacy having touched, healed, comforted and 
influenced thousands in our community and beyond! 
He will be missed.”
— Elizabeth S. Gurney 
Director, Corporate Philanthropy,  
KeyBank Director, First Niagara Foundation

“It’s hard to reflect on my 24 years at Hospice without 
thinking about Dr. Milch. I feel truly blessed that 
I was lucky enough to work side by side with him. 
I will never forget all that he taught me about how 
to be truly present with people at the end of life. His 
presence at the bedside was a true gift to every patient 
and family whose life he touched.” 
— Cary Sisti, MS, RN, ANP-BC, ACHPN  
Chief Clinical Operations Officer, Hospice & Palliative 
Care Buffalo

“There are times in life when someone comes along 
and changes things for the good, and that was Dr. 
Robert Milch. He changed medical practice in the 
care of the dying patient and their loved ones in 
our community, and he changed every healthcare 
professional who had the privilege of working with 
him. I was one of them. It was a gift to have known 
you, Bob.”
— Joyce Ortman, RN, Pioneering Hospice Nurse

“Bob was a medical pioneer, who saw a better way to 
provide end-of-life care, and he dedicated the second 
half of his career to teaching a generation of health 
care providers to embrace Hospice. What a wonderful 
gift to our community, our country and the world. 
He shared his wisdom, humor and kindness at each 
bedside in a loving way.”
— Edward F. Walsh, Jr. CPCU, CIC 
Chief Executive Officer, Walsh Duffield Companies, Inc.

Mentor

Leader

Confidant

Pioneer
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“To try and capture the essence of Bob Milch in words is not only a daunting task but, perhaps, an exercise 
in futility. To describe the impact that he has had on my life and the lives of countless others is even more of 
a challenge. He embodied those qualities that are essential to do this work well, and I am a better physician, 
having worked by his side. His intellect was perhaps outmatched only by his compassion and fierce advocacy for 
the most vulnerable among us. He is missed beyond measure as we strive to carry on his mission.”
— Megan O’Shea Farrell, MD 
Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo Physician

“I recall spending an afternoon with Dr. Milch at 
Buffalo General some years ago. I learned more about 
the meaning of hospice care that day than I could 
have imagined, as well as a perspective on what 
good medical care means. I think of Dr. Milch as the 
'Father' of Hospice Buffalo. 

I believe Chris would be quick to say Dr. Milch was 
a tremendous mentor, and that he, and we, were 
lucky to have had so much time with him. Dr. Milch’s 
wisdom and kindness were particular attributes, but 
there was much more.

Dr. Milch will surely be missed, but Hospice Buffalo is 
his legacy, and one can probably think of few things 
that could be more important.”
— John Reinhold  
Financial Advisor, Senior Vice President, UBS Financial 
Services Inc.

“He always searched for the largest burden to bear, 
and he carried it each time — not for himself, but for 
others. Where Bob found humanity lacking, he sought 
change with purpose and purity.”
— Christopher Kerr, MD, PhD 
CEO, CMO, Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo

“Such an incredible man, and what a legacy he left. 
Forever grateful.”
  — Ryan Zebro, Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo 
Foundation Chair

“Rest in peace, Dr. Milch. Thank you for the many 
ways you gave and impacted my family over the past 
30 years. May your family find comfort in knowing 
how much you will be missed, loved and respected...  
A true champion.”
— Cynthia Hand, Dear Friend

“Bob was one of the finest people I’ve ever known – in 
many ways – a prophetic voice – committed to justice, 
to providing care and comfort to all who need it, and 
to making this a kinder, better world.”
— Nancy Nielsen, MD, PhD 
Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo Board Member and Senior 
Associate Dean for Health Policy, University at Buffalo’s 
Jacobs School of Medicine & Biomedical Sciences

Educator

Friend

Pioneer Advocate

““You matter to the last moment of 
your life, and we will do all we can, 
not only to help you die peacefully, 

but to live until you die.”
— Dr. Cicely Saunders, 

Founder of the Hospice Movement
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To love someone is to invite them in to be a part 
of you and to give of yourself to be a part of them. 
When we love another deeply and intimately, we 
integrate our lives, hold and care for one another 
in each other’s embrace. To love someone is to 
give and receive, from and within, this held place 
in one’s heart.

To grieve someone you love is to grieve this held 
place, this ultimate embrace — both the holding 
and the being held. To grieve someone you 
love is to grieve your essential relationship, your 
essential way of functioning in and relating to 
the world. 

Grieving the lost embrace of loving and being 
loved by someone is not letting go, replacing or 
forgetting. It is within the imprint of that embrace 
that your loved one lives on.

As the year draws to a close and a new year 
begins, we anticipate the potential of new 
beginnings, growth and forward movement, while 
marking the passage of time and change. We 
strive to reconcile what may come to be with what 
once was. We reflect on our experiences and 
consider the acceptance of what we no longer 
need to hold and can let go, while recognizing 
all that will remain held and maintained as an 
essential part of who we are — the people, 
experiences, memories, and expressions that are 
a part of us that can never be taken away.

In this recognition, let us seek to discover the ways 
in which our loved one remains with us and the 
ways in which our relationship with our loved one 
remains intact — in heart, in mind, in experience, in 
memory and in how we continue to live our lives 
and create the next chapters of our story.  

Let them accompany us in thought and feeling, 
in the extraordinary and the ordinary of each 
day, and in the comfort and nurturance of the 
love shared. Although our loved one is no longer 
living, the existence of our relationship with 
them, the impact of their place in our lives and 
ultimately, their presence, remains.

— Abigail Unger, LCAT, MT-BC
VP Psychosocial Services

“Grief never ends…But it changes. It’s a passage, not a place to stay.  
Grief is not a sign of weakness, nor a lack of faith…It is the price of love.”

— Author Unknown

Grief Reflections

WilsonSupportCenter.org

150 Bennett Road, Buffalo, NY 14227 

Phone: (716) 836-6460  
Email: GriefSupport@PalliativeCare.org

““But grief still has to be worked through.  
It is like walking through water. 

Sometimes there are little waves lapping about my feet. 

Sometimes there is an enormous breaker  
that knocks me down. 

Sometimes there is a sudden and fierce squall.

 But I know that many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can the floods drown it.”

— Madeleine L’Engle
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Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo Welcomes 
New Clinicians to the Medical Staff

Nicole Golding, MS RN AGNP-BC

Nicole Golding was promoted to a clinical position with Hospice Buffalo in March, 
after completing her Adult-Gerontology Nurse Practitioner degree at Daemen 
College in 2020. Her background includes 16 years of nursing experience, with 
more than 7 years as a hospice RN working on-call and in admissions. She will 
be working both in the Inpatient Unit and as a member of the hospice home care 
team. Ms. Golding says, “Working for Hospice Buffalo is a privilege and an honor; I 
love being part of the end-of-life experience for patients and their loved ones.”

Hannah Windsor, FNP-BC

Hannah Windsor was promoted to a clinical position as part of the Home 
Connections team in March, after completing her Family Nurse Practitioner degree 
at D’Youville College in 2020. Her previous work includes two years’ experience 
as an on-call RN for Hospice Buffalo, and as a nurse at Buffalo General and Sisters-
St. Joseph hospitals. She will be seeing patients in their homes as a palliative care 
consultant and says of her new position, “I like being the support for patients and 
the connection between them and their doctors.”

Tanya Orellana, MD

Dr. Orellana completed her Hospice and Palliative Medicine fellowship at the 
New York Presbyterian-Queens program prior to joining Hospice Buffalo as a 
home care physician in July. She is a graduate of the Jacobs School of Medicine 
and the Internal Medicine Residency program at University at Buffalo and is 
thrilled to be returning to the Buffalo area. She brings with her a passion for home 
care and says, “I want to be close to patients and their families, meeting them 
at the bedside and where they live, while helping patients be comfortable and 
make the most of their lives.”

Fausat Oke, MD

Dr. Oke completed her Hospice and Palliative Medicine fellowship at the University 
at Buffalo in July, before joining Hospice Buffalo in August as an attending physician 
in the Inpatient Unit. She worked as an internist practicing in both hospital and 
outpatient settings in Lagos, Nigeria for more than 5 years before moving with 
her family to the United States and completing an Internal Medicine residency at 
Brookdale University Hospital Medical Center in Brooklyn. She brings a wealth of 
experience to her new position and says, “I am delighted to join the remarkable 
team at Hospice and Palliative Care Buffalo.”
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Dr. Nielsen has experienced a full life-long career 
within the medical community, but she says that one 
of her most fulfilling duties has been serving on the 
Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo (HPCB) board for 
the past seven years. She thinks of it as a pleasure 
and an honor to give her time to an organization 
that provides such unique services to seriously ill 
patients and their families. “The services offered 
here in Buffalo are not standard programs offered at 
other hospices around the country,” explained Dr. 
Nielsen. “We offer spiritual support, grief services 
and expressive therapies which use arts and 
massage to help nurture people. These amazing 
psycho-social services are provided through 
philanthropic support, thanks to our many donors.”

Dr. Nielsen recognized early on, through her 
employment at Buffalo Medical Group, and through 
the important pain management pioneering work of 
Dr. Bob Milch there, that the medical community in 
Western New York was in dire need of the education 
and training provided by hospice, a movement 
which began in England. “I cared for and treated 
many patients with serious illness and learned, 
before long, that it was so important to help medical 
students learn how to help relieve symptoms,” said 
Dr. Nielsen. “I felt helpless when I saw patients in 
pain, and hospice care provides us with more tools 
in our toolbelts to help do what’s best for patients to 
achieve their best life and best comfort.”

Amazed by the remarkable people who work 
at HPCB, day in and day out, Dr. Nielsen feels 
privileged to get to know them and to witness all 
the good that they do. “I’ve learned so much by 
serving on this board, especially in regard to policy 
and legislation, and how the invaluable hospice 
benefit works,” commented Dr. Nielsen.  
“I am hopeful that advocacy will continue for  
further positive legislation.”

Another true gift that Dr. Nielsen mentioned 
that comes from HPCB is the research that Dr. 
Christopher Kerr and his team have conducted and 
shared across the country in his book, Death is But 
a Dream. Dr. Nielsen commends the team for taking 
the time to listen to patients’ recounting of their 
dreams in order to find greater meaning in life’s 
journey and how reassuring all of this can be when 
one is nearing end-of-life.

Dr. Nielsen smiled, while she reflected and said, 
“It is for all of these reasons that work toward 
a patient’s best comfort and best life that I am 
honored to serve on the board.”  

Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo is fortunate to have hundreds of volunteers who give of their time and 
talents in so many different ways. Whether it's providing leadership as a board member, assisting in the 
Inpatient Unit, providing companionship to patients at home or working one of the many annual signature 
events, our organization could never accomplish all we do without the hard work and commitment of our 
volunteers. In this issue of Journeys, we are featuring one of our leadership volunteers — our treasured 
board member — to share what drives her to give of herself. Our patients, their loved ones and our staff 
thank you for the impact you make on the Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo community every day.

The Pleasure and Honor of Serving

Nancy H. Nielsen, MD, PhD

“I give my time to things I believe in, and ensuring that people with serious 
illness can live as productively as possible and have the best days ahead of 
them with less pain is definitely something I strongly believe in,” exclaimed 
Nancy H. Nielsen, MD, PhD, Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo board member 
and Senior Associate Dean for Health Policy, University at Buffalo’s Jacobs 
School of Medicine & Biomedical Sciences.  

Volunteer Spotlight
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Lynn Riker, Director of Outreach for Hospice & 
Palliative Care Buffalo, recently had the opportunity 
to visit with Frank, a patient in our Home Connections 
program. Frank shared his sincere gratitude for 
the home-based support and care coordination 
offered by Home Connections. His quality of life has 
improved due to better symptom management, a 
greater understanding of his disease and routine 
visits from a team of palliative care experts. 

Frank, a Vietnam War Army veteran, had been 
struggling with debilitating pain, weakness, loss 
of appetite and recurring infections related to his 
prostate cancer. In March of 2020, Frank was referred 
to Home Connections, our home-based palliative 
care program. Home Connections offers a team of 
nurse case managers, nurse practitioners, social 
workers and a palliative-care-trained physician, 
who all work together to manage symptoms in the 
home, avoid hospital admissions and help improve 
communication between patients and their many 
health care providers. 

Although Frank has a great deal of help from family 
and friends, he lives alone and continues to require 
assistance in managing his care and symptoms. The 
one medication thought to be the most effective for 
him was much too costly, so Frank continued to suffer 
with uncontrolled pain. With effective collaboration 
between his Home Connections team and the VA, 
it was identified that Frank was eligible for veteran 
benefits, which he had been unaware of prior to 
our involvement in his care. Fortunately, Frank was 
able to obtain the medication that was previously 
too costly, and this resulted in vastly improved 
pain control.

The Home Connections social worker conducted a 
Needs Assessment and was able to connect Frank 
with Meals on Wheels, and knowing Frank wished 
to avoid unnecessary visits to the emergency room, 
she secured a life alert to expedite assistance, 
should a need arise. In addition to regularly 
scheduled visits, Frank and his family know they can 
call Home Connections anytime, 24/7, to speak with 
a nurse. This extra layer of support provides Frank 
and his family with peace of mind.

Frank is quick to share how much he appreciates 
the Home Connections program, especially his 
nurse, Damarys. When Frank first enrolled in Home 
Connections, he stated that the level of pain 
associated with his prostate cancer often rated an 8 
or 9 out of 10. Since his pain is now better managed, 
Frank is feeling better, his appetite has improved 
and he has regained some of his strength, allowing 
him to be more independent. Frank said, “My nurse 
Damarys really knows me, not just as a patient, but as 
an individual. She genuinely cares. She is thorough 
and professional. Enrolling in Home Connections is 
one of the best things I have done to better manage 
my illness, my weakness, and my pain. I am grateful 
for the care and support, and so is my family.”

As mentioned previously, Frank served in the Army 
during the Vietnam War as a supply specialist, a 
clerk, and a helicopter gunner. Later, he worked at 
the Ford Plant. Though a private man, Frank would 
want you to know that being a father, grandfather 
and great grandfather means the world to him. 
His love and unwavering commitment to his faith 
gives him the strength to care for himself, and to 
care for others as a minister in his church. The Home 
Connections team helped improve Frank’s pain 
control and quality of life so he can focus on what 
means the most to him. 

A Salute of Gratitude

Frank, 
Thank you for your service!

— Lynn Riker 
Director of Outreach, Hospice 
& Palliative Care Buffalo
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That’s the ever-popular, classic Sinatra song 
that was playing in the Hospice Unit room that 
daughters Paula and Mary Friona vividly recall 
as their beloved 80-year-old father, Philip Friona, 
peacefully passed away four years ago. “That 
was Dad’s favorite song,” fondly remembered 
Mary. “How fitting and apropos for him to pass 
while these lyrics played on. He did live life ‘his 
way,’ and he taught his four children and twelve 
grandchildren the important life lessons in 
‘his way.’”

Philip, an Air Force veteran, who served in Korea 
and later grew a local family construction and 
pavement business, found himself as a single 
dad, left to raise four young children. The 
business was started by his father, who Philip 
loved working with and learning from. Daughter 
Paula now reminisces about how important 
family, fun, philanthropy and a strong work ethic 
were to their dad. Both girls shared memories of 
their dad piling all the neighborhood kids into 
their Lincoln Continental to cruise for ice cream 
and loudly singing “Benny and the Jets.” “He was 
home every night for family tv and board games,” 
recalled Paula. Everyone who knew Phil marveled 
at his strong patriotism and love for our country.

He taught good old-fashioned life lessons that 
the four siblings have never forgotten and then 
passed on to Phil’s twelve grandchildren and 
seven great grandchildren. Mary giggled and 
explained, “Other kids were learning math and 
science from their parents, and we were learning 
how to pick a trifecta and fill out a football pool.” 
She added that he was always big on doing the 
right thing, loving and being loved. He believed 
in making memories. “He would call and tell 
us all, ‘C’mon, grab the kids and let’s go to the 
Bahamas,’” shared Mary. “Next thing we knew, 
tickets would show up! It was just one of the many 
ways he was so generous!”

Phil’s generosity did not end with his family. His 
giving was an extension of his passions. He loved 
babies, kids, Veterans, and just helping people 
in general,” said Paula. After his passing, the kids 
felt strongly in keeping his name and mission 

A Life Well 
Lived, Lessons 
Well Learned
A Priceless, Loving Legacy

Donor Spotlight

MARY FRIONA & PAULA FRIONA

And now, the end is near; 

And so I face the final curtain…

I’ve lived a life that’s full:

I’ve traveled each and every highway; 

And more, much more than this,  
I did it my way…

I did what I had to do and saw it 
through without exemption.

I planned each charted course,  
Each careful step along the byway,

And more, much more than this,  
I did it my way…

I’ve loved, I’ve laughed and cried;

I’ve had my fill, my share of losing…

— from “My Way” by Frank Sinatra
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alive, so they started Totally Buffalo Cares, a 
501(c)3 organization that focuses on bringing hope 
and help to those in need—particularly around 
all holidays throughout the year, by offering 
gifts, food and supplies to those who may need 
uplifting—all in the spirit of their Dad’s memory 
and giving way.

Phil unfortunately became ill with dementia and 
a chronic heart condition. He was living in a 
Florida nursing home, when son Phil went to visit. 
He noticed his dad’s deteriorating health had 
taken a turn for the worse. Philip was rushed to 
the hospital. The siblings that he had so lovingly 
taught and raised were now faced with a decision 
about what to do, suddenly asking themselves 
what “his way” would be?

They weren’t sure how to respond when asked 
if they wanted him go into hospice care. They 
felt devastated, sad and panicked; however, 
from the second they arrived in hospice care, 
all four of them immediately felt comfortable 
with their decision. “They were so sweet and 
compassionate,” remembered Mary. “They 
explained medications and what to expect, and 
I will never forget the nurse telling us to cherish 
and enjoy this time with him...The four of us, 
son-in-law, daughter-in-law, and many of Papa’s 

grandchildren gathered around his bed for the 
next three days, reminiscing and laughing about 
all of the fun memories he created for us over 
the years, while Dad’s favorite Frank Sinatra hits 
played on in the room.”

Mary and Paula described how unbelievable it 
was to feel the power of peace when you know 
the most important person in your life is at the 
end of life yet still comfortable. “They came in 
and swooped away the worry,” said Paula. Mary 
added, “After his passing, the hospice nurse came 
in and placed a beautiful purple orchid on his 
chest. Hospice care gave us the greatest honor in 
being able to be with him until the end.”

It is for these reasons that the four Friona children 
feel strongly that their Dad’s memory lives on 
through Totally Buffalo Cares. They have been 
helping Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo around 
the holidays for years because they know the 
importance of helping others through their 
emotional, physical and spiritual pain. They have 
donated funding as well as countless hours of 
time through volunteerism and committee work. 
Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo is so grateful for 
all they do and for all their dad did to help them 
learn to love “his way.”

Phil surrounded by his four children From left to right: Mary and Paula at their Totally 
Buffalo store
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Shanice Highsmith was taught by her parents: 
Do the right thing, and do it with all your heart. 
Shanice embraced this philosophy at a very early 
age, and as she grew older, she knew she had 
to choose a career path that would allow her to 
apply those lifelong lessons. 

As a result, she became a certified nursing 
assistant and began her career in a skilled 
nursing facility. It was there that her personality, 
compassion and skilled care for the frail elderly 
was duly noted by the hospice staff, who were 
assigned to residing patients there. 

Shanice was always drawn to the dying patient, 
whose needs she felt uniquely qualified to meet, 
not because of her training in class, but because of 
those lessons instilled, early on, at home. Shanice 
remained there for almost three years, and 
eventually made a change to come to Hospice 
& Palliative Care Buffalo in the Hospice Inpatient 
Unit. Shanice was thrilled to follow her passion, 
working with end-of-life patients, in another 
organization, where she felt her aide skills could 
be utilized, appreciated and respected as an 
integral part of the healthcare team. 

It took no time for Shanice to acclimate to her 
new role, becoming one of the Inpatient Unit’s 

most beloved nursing assistants. The patients and 
families, along with her colleagues and managers, 
all recognized the strengths she possessed, 
undergirded with a sense of integrity and 
commitment to the mission. 

Shanice received daily accolades and stellar 
annual reviews, and yet she found herself longing 
for more. She knew she had not fully reached her 
potential and dared to entertain the thought of 
becoming a nurse. This longing was not a “one 
per household” event, however. Her mother 
also felt the calling to become a nurse, and they 
enrolled together! Today, both Shanice and her 
mom are licensed nurses, and they wear their 
designations with pride. 

Despite the change in her role and 
responsibilities, Shanice made a commitment 
to her colleagues that she is not willing to forfeit 
the opportunity to provide personal care to her 
patients, as she did in her previous role. She 
remembers the nurses who were never above 
offering a hand to help when she was an aide and 
she vowed that if she ever became a nurse, she 
would do the same. She has kept that promise and 
considers her role as an LPN (licensed practical 
nurse), one that combines all her skills — both as 
an aide and a nurse — all for the benefit of patients 
and their families.

Shanice is currently in the process of orienting 
to her new skills as an LPN, and those who are 
working alongside her say she is tackling her 
new role with the same ease and enthusiasm as 
she did when she first came to work for Hospice 
& Palliative Care Buffalo. Her preceptor, Jenny 
Wojdyla, has been instrumental in her training, 
and enjoys seeing the “lightbulb moments” 
when Shanice successfully completes a 
task independently. 

Denise Pellegrino, Director of the Inpatient 
Unit fondly notes, “Shanice shines! Behind that 
beautiful smile is a woman who is compassionate, 
respectful, eager and driven. She works with her 
whole heart.” When asked if she feels satisfied 
with her career path as an LPN, she delivered one 
of those smiles and said, “I think there’s more!” 

SHANISE HIGHSMITH, LPN

Staff — Who We Are
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Making a Difference  
for Cancer Research
Congratulations to Team Hospice 
& Palliative Care Buffalo! Our team 
represented the organization well and 
finished the Roswell Alliance Foundation 
Empire State Ride — riding every mile 
of the 520-mile route from New York City 
to Niagara Falls, while climbing every 
hill, and coming in as one of the top 10 
fundraising teams. 

Thank you to all veterans for 
bravely doing what you’re called 
to do so we can safely do what 
we’re free to do.

Congratulations to Hospice & 
Palliative Care Buffalo’s Cary Sisti, 
Chief Clinical Operations Officer
Cary was chosen as a recipient of the 2021 Women 
of Influence Award by Buffalo Business First. From a 
distinguished group, 26 women were recognized for their 
business acumen, contributions and community spirit. Cary 
was deservedly chosen as one of the 26 award winners!  
We are so proud!
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To many, Wednesday is a day of the week, like any 
other. Some consider it the middle of the week, 
knowing it is that much closer to the weekend. 
For two of our volunteers, Shirley and Georgiana, 
Wednesday is the best day of the week! 

Shirley and Georgiana are patient support 
volunteers. They have both been with Hospice & 
Palliative Care Buffalo (HPCB) since 1995, giving 
their time to working with our patients and families 
in the Hospice Inpatient Unit (HIU) on Wednesday 
mornings. Starting just a couple of months apart 
from one another, as perfect strangers, Shirley and 
Georgiana found that their volunteer assignment 
soon turned into a treasured friendship. 

Shirley had a personal experience with hospice 
that first led her to volunteer at HPCB. Shirley’s 
daughter-in-law, Rosi, had a terminal illness 
and passed away in hospice care. Shirley said, 
“In seeing the care that both Rosi and my son 
received through hospice, I had decided then 
that I wanted to be a hospice volunteer in my 
retirement.” Shirley retired one month later and 
joined the HPCB team as a hospice volunteer, the 
following year.

Georgiana had been a nurse and always had an 
interest in hospice care. “I have always been more 
medically inclined and drawn to more medically 
related volunteer opportunities,” Georgiana 
recalled. In the 1990s, Georgiana had a younger 
family and was still working part-time. They 
lived not far from Como Park Blvd. “One day,” 
continued Georgiana, “I was driving home and 
noticed a sign for the Hospice Mitchell campus. It 
was like a sign and message for me, so I decided 
to start volunteering. I was very fortunate that my 
employer allowed me to have Wednesdays off so 
I could come and volunteer.” 

Every Wednesday, week after week, Shirley 
and Georgiana divided up the patient rooms in 
the HIU. Shirley took the rooms on the left and 
Georgiana took the rooms on the right, providing 
companionship and support to patients and 
families. Georgiana would often run into patients 
she once cared for as a nurse while volunteering. 
“What is nice about being a volunteer is that you 
have no time constraints like you would when you 
work a job. You are able to work at your leisure. If 
you want to spend a little more time with a patient, 
you can do so,” Georgiana said. 

Staff would often save tasks for them, knowing 
that every Wednesday morning, they would be 
in and ready to help. “It was a labor (using the 
term very loosely) of love,” said Shirley. If either 
volunteer was ever spotted without the other, 
they were often met with the question, “Where’s 
your buddy?” To which the response was, “In a 
patient’s room.”

Georgiana chuckled while sharing that she was 
always apprehensive to go into a patient’s room 
that had a pet in it. In those instances, Shirley 
would step right up, go into the patient room and 
always come out saying, “You will be able to go 
in that room, the pet is harmless.” Volunteer duties 
have shifted over the years, and some days were 
busier than others, but Shirley and Georgiana 
always came together at the end of their shift to 
say, “It was another good day.”

TGIW…Thank 
Goodness It’s 
Wednesday!
A Volunteer Story

““In seeing the care that both Rosi and 
my son received through hospice, I 

had decided then that I wanted to be a 
hospice volunteer in my retirement.”
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Reflecting on over 25 years of volunteer work at 
HPCB, Shirley expressed, “Georgiana is the only 
volunteer partner I have ever had. I have learned 
so much from working alongside her.” Georgiana 
said, “Shirley and I were able to work alone, but 
always supported or reminded each other of 
anything needing to be followed up with. We 
blended and worked so well together. It was just 
meant to be for us.”  

They both shared their fondness for the staff they 
have had the opportunity to know and work with 
over the years, including Dr. Robert Milch. Both 
recalled how “professional and gentlemanly” he 
was, sharing that he would always say “hello” and 
ask how they were doing. Georgiana recalled 
a time when she was dining at a restaurant: “Dr. 
Milch was there, and he took the time to come say 
hello to me and introduce me to his wife.” 

Shirley also shared, “My heart is so full of love 
for everyone involved at HPCB. I have been so 
lucky to have known so many nurses, aides, 
doctors, LPNs and staff over the years. So much of 
my life has revolved around Hospice and I have 
been a part of it for so long; it truly feels like a 
homecoming when I am on campus.”

“When you volunteer at HPCB, you look at it 
in such a different way. You develop such a 
compassion for people,” commented Georgiana. 
“It is amazing how many people, friends, 
neighbors and family members you run into that 
you know from our community. It is not a sacrifice 
to volunteer. It is an honor.” 

Volunteering at HPCB not only connects 
volunteers and patients. Rather, it connects our 
community as a whole. Unique bonds are formed 
at all levels. Volunteering introduced Shirley 
and Georgiana as strangers but has led them to 
a wonderful lifelong friendship that they both 
describe as, “Like family.” 

From left to right: Georgiana and Shirley working 
in the Hospice Inpatient Unit, enjoying a moment 
with our therapy dog, Hudson

“
“My heart is so full of love for 

everyone involved [at HPCB.] I 
have been so lucky to have known 
so many nurses, aides, doctors, 
LPNs and staff over the years.”
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Please join us for a virtual time of remembrance in 
honor of our loved ones and in recognition of our 
shared grief and loss.

The link to the virtual program will be available on 
December 19th. Visit WilsonSupportCenter.org. 

2nd ANNUAL

Winter Solstice Time 
of Remembrance

A virtual program 

Sunday, December 19th,  
at 4:30 p.m.

Thank You for Your Support 
Thank you to everyone who supported the 2021 Chiavetta’s 
Chicken Dinner, we sold 1,000 dinners — see you next year!

“I would like to thank the Hospice staff for the great care they gave in my 
wife’s last days. They were compassionate and sensitive to my needs. They 
showed up on our 54th wedding anniversary, and surprised us by giving us 
flowers and a cake and by singing to us. This is something I won’t forget.  
Thank you and God bless you for all the wonderful work the Hospice staff does.”

— Adam
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
2021 Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo Harvest 
Fest, A Gathering of Giving. Whether you 
volunteered, purchased raffle tickets, happy 
hour baskets, program ads or sponsored 
this at home event, we are so appreciative of 
your support.

Thank You for Your Summer Affair Support 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 2021 
Hospice Summer Affair. Although we could not enjoy 
our summer party in person, this event still raised over 
$25,000 for Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo. We hope 
to gather in person next year, so save the date for 
Thursday, July 21, 2022 at Resurgence Brewing Co. 

Presented by

DIY Sponsors:  
• Buffalo Sabres Foundation

• Buffalo Ultrasound

• Datasure24

• Delaware North

• Dr. Rebecca Calabrese & 
Bryce Sanders

• Dr. Kevin & Janet Gibbons

• Five Star Bank

• Harris Beach, PLLC Attorneys 
at Law

• Lippes Mathias LLP

• Lipsitz Green Scime Cambria

• Nora McGuire

• OWM Integrative Wellness

• Roswell Park Comprehensive 
Cancer Center

• The Tom & Pamela 
Reilly Do Something 
Meaningful Foundation

• Cindy Walawander

VIP Sponsors: 
• Ciminelli Real 

Estate Corporation

• GEICO Philanthropic  
Foundation

• Highmark Western New York

• Hodgson Russ Attorneys

• Independent Health

• National Fuel

• TOPS Friendly Markets

• Walsh Duffield 
Companies, Inc.
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Saturday, December 4th, 5:00 – 5:30 p.m.

The 2021 Light-A-Life Tree Lighting Ceremony will 
take place on the Hospice Mitchell Campus at 
the Wilson Support Center: 150 Bennett Road, 
Buffalo, NY 14227.

We plan to hold this event in person. However,  
if conditions worsen due to COVID-19, we may need to  
host a virtual experience. The full ceremony will be recorded 
regardless and sent to our Hospice Community on  
Monday, December 6, 2021.

For the most up-to-date information on this event, please visit 
HospiceLightALife.com.

Supporting Sponsors and Partners:

The Bell has become a cherished collectible and a 
beautiful remembrance for family and friends who 
have lost someone they love. The Bell serves as a 
treasured reminder for loved ones who were cared 
for by Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo. With your 
gift of $55 or more, you will receive the 2021 bell 
inscribed with your loved one’s name. 

Order online at HospiceLightALife.com 

Questions? Contact: events@palliativecare.org or 
call (716) 989-2010.

Light-A-Life Bell

New Location!
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Hospice Angel 
Fund in Action 
The Hospice Angel Fund, begun by Phil Hubbell, 
in memory of his beloved wife, Jayne, has 
become a critical component in our ability 
to provide the most encompassing care and 
compassion for our patients and families. The 
community support of this initiative has been 
incredible. We are pleased to share that, with 
your generosity, we have added another service 

to the Hospice Angel Fund that will help our 
clinicians provide the essentials for our patients 
and families. Opened this summer, the Hubbell 
Cupboard has been stocked with common 
requests our clinicians receive from those in our 
program, who are in need of things like towels 
and linens, toiletry and nutritional items, baby 
monitors, etc. These are items needed daily, that 
when without, can cause undue strain during 
already challenging times. With the Hubbell 
Cupboard on campus and filled, our clinicians 
have access to a myriad of tangible resources, 
making it possible to provide these items quickly 
and efficiently. 

Many thanks to the Friona family and their 
organization, Totally Buffalo Cares, along with the 
Josephine Goodyear Foundation, for providing 
the items and funds to initially stock the Cupboard. 
Are you interested in learning more about the 
Hubbell Cupboard and learning how to support 
this important priority? Contact the Hospice 
Foundation at (716) 686-8090.

Hospice Buffalo & Angel Ornament Sale
The Hospice Foundation is kicking off its annual 
holiday promotions with the Hospice Buffalo & 
Angel Ornament Sale. Back by popular demand, 
the Hospice Buffalos will be sold for $10 each. 
Purchase a buffalo to give as a gift to a loved 
one or you can donate your buffalo back to 
an Essential Care for Children patient. You can 
also purchase our angel ornaments to decorate 

your tree! These beautiful ornaments will look 
heavenly amid any holiday decor! They are sold 
for $5 each. 

Pre-order your angels and buffalos by calling 
the Special Events Department at (716) 989-2010, 
or email events@palliativecare.org to schedule 
your pickup now through December.
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Event Organizers Total Raised

Raise the Dough Paula's Donuts $20,000

Buffalo Marathon Buffalo Marathon $1,000

Soup Fundraiser
Potter Career & Technical Center:  

Culinary Arts Department
$850

Taste of Buffalo Taste of Buffalo $1,500

12th Annual Ironhorse  
Motorcycle Run

Sammi Sperduti, Brian Kloiber  
& Reverend Carl

$6,753

EE/BB Golf Open 
In Memory of Joanne Ludka

Joe Eckl & Friends and Family $11,200

We are so grateful for our Hospice Helpers, who continue to help us 
with our fundraising efforts. Thank you to the following community 
groups and individuals who organized events to benefit HPCB from 
May through July. Events raising over $250 are listed below. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS UPDATE

Denise in Buffalo

Julie Carr

Kate Goldberg

Lisa Coran Massaro

Nanette Parry

Wendy Richardson-Buchert

THANK YOU TO OUR FACEBOOK FUNDRAISERS FROM 
MAY – JULY 2021 WHO RAISED OVER $250!

It’s Possible to Double or Even Triple Your  
Gift to the Hospice Foundation with a 
Matching Gift!

Several corporations across America recognize the value 
of their employees' donations to nonprofit agencies and 
offer matching gift programs to further increase the value 
of their donations. Many companies even match gifts 
made by retirees and spouses or award money for your 
volunteer hours.

Check with your employer to see if they participate in a 
matching gift program. You can learn more by contacting 
Ashley Bereziuk at abereziuk@palliativecare.org or call the 
Hospice Foundation at (716) 686-8090.“Do You Match?” 
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Did You Know?
Did you know that if you hold an IRA (individual 
retirement account) at the age of 72, you are 
required to take a minimum distribution — even 
if you do not want or need the funds? Are you 
familiar, though, with a qualified charitable 
distribution? A qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) allows individuals who are 70 ½ years old 
or older to donate up to $100,000 total to one or 
more charities directly from a taxable IRA instead 
of taking their required minimum distributions. 
As a result, you may avoid being pushed 
into a higher income tax bracket and prevent 
phaseouts of other tax deductions, although 
there are some limitations. 

If you are interested in creating a lasting legacy 
with Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo or learning 
more about a QCD or other planned giving 
vehicles, please let us know. 

For more information, call (716) 686-8090.

In an inspiring story of love and generosity, 
our fall appeal features Philip Friona, his 
four children and their experience with 
hospice care. For a moment, the Friona 
children struggled with the decision to 
allow their father to receive hospice care. 
Their concerns were swiftly quieted with 
the compassion that accompanied the care 
both Philip, and they, as a family, received. 
To learn more about their experience — 
and make a gift in support of Hospice & 
Palliative Care Buffalo — please visit  
bit.ly/FallAppeal2021. Your philanthropic 
support helps us continue to care for 
individuals suffering from serious illness, as 
well as their families and caregivers.

Please Consider Making a Gift Today. 

Mary Friona and her dad, Phil
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Mary R. Abbott
Mr. Gregory Jackson

Herman G. Achtziger
Mr. & Mrs. Brad H. Hafner

Donald E. Adams
Mr. David E. Adams 
Rosemarie Adams, David,   
 Thomas & Emilie and Families 
Mr. David M. Smith

Frederick E. Adams
Kristen Burr’s  
 Facebook Fundraiser 
Sheridan Park Fire Department

Patricia M. Addelman
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Northway 
Ms. Eileen C. O’Leary

Patricia A. Ahrens
Mr. Curtis J. Ahrens

Mary Katherine Akman
Elizabeth D. Ditonto, MD 
Mr. Matt Lozar & Dr. Cara Lozar

Eugene J. Allen
Mr. Sean Fox 
Mr. Marc Koopman

Richard B. Allyn
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Danat

Alvin & Faye
Ms. Judy Siehnel

Ellen H. Anderson
Andy & Deborah Chacos 
David & Priscilla Huffman 
Mr. John L. Nau III 
Mr. Jason Rano

Diane M. Andreana
Mr. David Farrell 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Farrell &  
 Ms. Jennifer Farrell 
Ms. Karen M. Vishion

Dolores M. Andronico
Mrs. Katherine M. Parkinson 
Mr. Paul Ulmer

Kimberly B. Ansari
Ms. Patricia B. Donaldson

Josephine M. Antecki
Western Division FCU

Joseph S. Aquino
Mrs. Carmela Aquino

Joseph P. Arcara
All-Ways Warm  
 Stove & Chimney 
Mrs. Monica F. Arcara 
Countryside Stove & Chimney 
The Pera Family

Albert Arendt
Ms. Patricia A. Ludwick

Gail A. Armstrong
Mrs. Lisa Boeh 
Ms. Rhonda Frederick 
The Kempton Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan L. Korus 
Dave & Annie Pawlik 
Natalie Ryan, Pam Kefi,  
 Cindy Harvey, Sharon Plant,  
 Stacy Blair & Sarah Alessi

Angela Arrigo
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Collana

Mary T. Auman
Ms. Kathryn A. Halter

Donald & Mary Jane Bace
Mr. David Bace

Sandra M. Backus
Ms. Susanne Kogut

Gina Lee Bailey
Ms. Paula Nelson

Frances A. Bainbridge
Mr. Gerald Bainbridge

Pamela C. Bajdas
Richard & Beth Compson 
Richard G. & Joan W.   
 Compson 
Mrs. Elissa H. Douglas 
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Fitzgerald 
James J. Kelly, DO 
Thomas & Germaine Louis 
Dr. & Mrs. Owen J. Moy 
Mrs. Francine Pleskow 
Ms. Janet R. Whalen 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan C. Wright

Virginia V. Bala
Mrs. Michelle Bala-Pfohl

Peter & Angeline Balcerzak
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Balcerzak

Gerald R. Baldelli
Mrs. Marie Baldelli

Terrence E. Balk
Mrs. Rosalie A. Zavarella

Julia & Jose Ballester
Anonymous

Felicia B. Banaszak
Ms. Carrie Dailor

John K. Barager
Ms. Linda Barager

Suzanne F. Bard
Mr. Ronald J. Szypajlo

Wendysue Bardol
Mrs. Sarah L. Welker

Victor F. Baron, Sr.
GMR of WNY, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Vogt

Nancy A. Bartel
Anonymous

Orlando A. Bartolomei
Mr. James A. Gardner &  
 Ms. Lise G. Gelernter

Donald J. Bartus
Ms. Nancy L. Czajka

Gerald & Alice Baskey
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dowling
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in memory of...in memory of...

Listed below are one-time gifts of $100 or more received 
from January 1 – June 30, 2021 that were made in memory of 
a single tribute. Please know that with proper information 
provided at the time of your donation, notification of all 
gifts, regardless of amount, is sent to the family of those 
being remembered.

If there is an error or omission, we are sincerely sorry. 
Please contact the Hospice Foundation at (716) 686-8090 so 
we may address this.

Thank you to those who have chosen 
to support Hospice & Palliative Care 
Buffalo patient care through memorial 
and tribute gifts. This is such a meaningful 
way to sustain our mission while offering 
an expression of one’s sympathy and 
respect to family members and friends.

To the loved ones of those remembered, 
we extend our sincerest condolences.

together in dignity.
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George Battaglia, Jr.
Ms. Rosemary Battaglia

Brian A. Bauer
Mr. John Bauer

Margaret M. Bauer
Mr. Joseph E. Bauer

Donald Baughman
Ms. Constance Anthony

James S. Beatty
Ms. Kathleen H. Lell

Doris A. Becker
Donna, Doug, Deanna, Olivia,  
 Cameron, Craig & Jennifer

Eileen T. Becker
Mrs. Madeline L. Augustine 
Ms. Elaine H. Hruska 
Chandi, Terry, Mesha,  
 Carlie & Jenny

Louise K. Begor
Mr. Paul Colucci

Esther Bender
Janet & Rick Ruggiero

Sara M. Benfanti
Louis & Linda Benfanti

Patricia A. Bennett
Mr. Joseph M. Latona

Patricia J. Berexa
Ms. Janet L. Simon

James Berg
Ms. Judith Husband

Barbara B. Berger
Mr. Christopher Amabile 
The Barrali Family 
Ms. Pat Boggan 
Ms. Mary Caldwell 
Mr. John J. Emerling &  
 Mr. Robert J. Fink 
Essex Homes of WNY 
Mr. Stephen Fanning 
Mr. Daniel Larivey

Norman E. Bergman
Ms. Marie D. Nelson

Karen Bernhard
Mrs. Stephanie Bernhard

Walter “Butch” Best
Michael Best, Charles Best,  
 Debbie Tauscher & 
 Cindy Weaver 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian T. Perry

Jack Biddle
Mr. Lewis J. Lindner &  
 Ms. Sylvia Flash

Judith Biddle
Doctors and Staff at  
 Delaware Pediatrics

Raymond & Judith Biddle
IH Friends

Robert & Sally Bieler
Scott Bieler Foundation, Inc.

Robert G. Bieler
Mr. Jonathon Clark & Family

Sally A. Bieler
Mr. Jonathon Clark & Family

Bertha J. Biesik
Family & Friends of  
 Bertha Biesik

Emilie K. Billittier
The Mercy Flight  
 Sunshine Club

Doris A. Biscup
Admar Supply Company, Inc.

Ellen C. Bitskay
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen F. Zielinski

Donna L. Blair
Mr. Thomas W. Holmes 
Mrs. Debbie John &  
 Mr. Tim Blair and Families 
David & Melanie Spahn 
Mrs. Ruthann F. Swanson 
Ms. Juli Wylegala

George L. Blersch, Jr.
Ms. Susan Marcella

Norma L. Bluhm
Mr. Richard E. Forrestel, Jr. 
Inter-Church Ministries

Norman J. Boczkowski
Ms. Helena Boczkowski

Adella Anna Bogdan
Alex & Anna Bogdan

Louise Boldt
Crooker’s Plant Master, Inc.

Carole M. Bonanno
Mr. Rodney Personius

Maureen Obenauer 
Boncore
Mr. Joseph Boncore 
Ed & Lynne Gehen

Raymond J. Booth
Amherst Highway Employees  
 Association, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan M. Booth, Sr.

Ingeborg Boris
Mr. Robert A. Boris

Dolores J. Bourne
Mr. Ervin G. Bourne

Joseph B. Bowen
Mrs. Helen K. Bowen

Marlene A. Bracci
Lakeshore Little League  
 Board of Directors

Beryl M. Bradford
Mr. Hilary P. Bradford 
The Fluker Family 
Dave & Maria Fluker

Rachel Bradley
Anonymous 
Karen, Lars, Julian & Evie 
Ms. Rosemarie Anzalone   
 Wyman

Susan E. Brand
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Batina 
Ms. Elaine Butt

Matthew L. Bratton
Ms. Linda Stein

Joan Bridge
Ms. Cecelia Kohlmeier

George A. Briggs
Mrs. Jacqueline L. Briggs

Richard & Lorilyn 
Brinkworth 
Richie Brunner’s Mafia

Terry Brockway
The English Department

Nancy Broderick
Mr. Sam Weintraub

Robert J. Brodfuehrer
The Brodfuehrer Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E.   
 Brodfuehrer 
Center for Plastic Surgery 
Mr. Albert J. Wright III

Robin E. Brooks
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Daigler 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Keller 
Reger Holdings, LLC 
Ms. Jahna Samson

My Beloved Brother
Anonymous

Cameron W. Brown
Mrs. Joan E. Brown & Family

Janet M. Brown
Ms. Tracy Brown

Patricia A. Brown
Ms. Kim Bartolotti 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bray 
Ms. Bonnita Brusk &  
 Ms. Martha A. Boutet 
Ms. Kathryn L. Donnelly 
The Dowd Family 
Mary Jo, Susan, Brian,  
 Brendan & Sean Dowd 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Mattingly 
Mrs. Jean O’Connor 
The Regan Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Schwartz

Raymond & Linda Brown
Ms. Roxanne M. Ball 
Mr. Josh Bontempi

Mary Brownell
Ms. Beverly Brownell

Bronislaw Brozyna
Mrs. Agnes Kasprowicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Miller

Gertrude Brudo
Dr. & Mrs. Philip L. Reitz

Carol H. Brueck
Mr. Robert R. Brueck

Erika Bruenn
Friends at Buffalo Hearing  
 & Speech Center 
Mr. William Racsek

Rose M. Bruno
Tim & Lisa B. Leffler 
Jim & Ginny O’Donnell

Earl W. Brydges, Jr.
Kevin & Betty Brinkworth 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Brydges 
Philip & Nancy McIntyre

Ann L. Bucheker
Ms. Pina Walker

Patricia C. Buckley
David & Patricia Buckley  
 & Karen

Kathleen Bull
Mr. & Mrs. V. Louis Polito

B–B | tribute gifts
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Helen M. Bund
Ms. Linda Bund

Norma W. Bure
James J. & Kathleen A. Richert

Eugene V. Burke, Esq.
Joe & Mickey Agnello 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Banaszak 
Ms. Melissa Circe 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Geiger 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip D.   
 Hegedusich 
DW Johnson & Associates 
Ms. Marcy Salvo 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Wilhelm, Sr.

Linda M. Burke
Mr. William Burke

Linda Butler
Mr. Charles M. Griffin

Paul A. Butler
Excelsior Orthopaedics, LLP 
Mr. Patricia Hyla

John J. Byrne
National Fuel Gas Company -  
 Officers & Directors

Mary Ann Cain
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bailey 
The Schaufs & Kathi Orgek

Dianne F. Caldbick
Ms. Dianne Caldbick 
Mr. Ward M. Caldbick 
Friends at Great Lakes  
 Dental Technologies

Martha M. Campana
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M.   
 Northrup

Vincent Canazzi
Mrs. Carolyn J. Canazzi &  
 Ms. Kristin Canazzi

Deloris D. Capasso
Mrs. Linda Yetman

Donald A. Caple
Mr. Brad Buyers

Julie A. Cardella
Stephen Banks & Family 
Bon, Cyn & Rick and Families 
Mr. Arthur Cardella & Family 
The EA Admin Team 
Ms. Joanne George 
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund C. Gremli 
Steve & Jan Heintz 
Rick & Mary Anne Schieb

Aida Carducci
Mr. Augustin “Artwin”   
 Carducci

John F. Carey
Mrs. Jane Carey

Ronald B. Carey
Mrs. Christine L. Carey

Barbara A. Carlson-Jensen
Joan, Mary & Janet

Robert Carmichael
Mr. & Mrs. Alan G. Schaffer

Thomas J. Carney
Ms. Leona Stasko

Mary W. Carroll
Mrs. Linda E. Albert

Joseph Caruso
Mrs. Theresa Caruso

Robert J. Caruso, Sr.
Wenda & Craig Wagner

Janet M. Carver
Mr. Thomas P. Dwyer 
Ms. Carol A. Piotrowski

Elizabeth J. Catanzaro
Mr. Frank J. Catanzaro

Donna B. Caussain
Mr. Charles O. Caussain

Concetta Cavallaro
Mr. James Cavallaro

Philip Charette
John & Heidi Maher 
Winter Farms

Noreen Chase & Dorothy 
Hanson
Anonymous

Edith M. Chella
Anonymous

Marjorie J. Chiavetta
Family & Friends of Marjorie J.  
 Chiavetta 
Steven & Stephanie Kolnacki 
Ms. Donna Ringholz 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Skerker 
Mrs. Mary Strickfaden

John Chirayath
NW Friends

Raymond R. Ciamaga
Mrs. Mary Ciamaga

Rosalie G. Ciminelli
Carl, Donna, Paul, Tina, Sue,  
 Barry, John, Nicki & Mary 
The Lawrence P. Castellani   
 Family Foundation 
Mike & Beth Edbauer 
Mr. & Mrs. Byron L. Farrell 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Manetta 
Mr. Joseph Mannarino 
Pete Peterson & Your Friends  
 at MJ Peterson 
Pyramid Brokerage Co., Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Rooney 
Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore J.   
 Savarino

Gasper F. Cino
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Bozek 
Ms. Raine Schreiner

Ann T. Ciszewski
Elizabeth Cummiskey,  
 Kevin Berent, Tom Berent,   
 John Berent, Karen Chaves  
 & Families 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Czora, Jr. 
Mr. Jack E. Frazier, Jr. 
PJ & Paula Glauber 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Scott Murray 
The Steinel Family

Dorothy J. Citak
Ms. Kathleen Brunner

Gerald L. Clark
Mrs. Barbara Clark

Joseph I. Cocina
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Mack

Ruth Cocina
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Mack

David W. Coffey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Farr

Ralph “Butch” Cole
Mrs. Christine R. Weber

Fedora Ferri Collins
Greenberg Collins Family   
 Charitable Fund

Manuel J. Colombo
Mrs. Kathleen Colombo 
Dopkins & Company, LLP 
Ms. Lorraine Morash 
Mr. James M. Pricola &  
 Ms. Diane Bowden 
Mr. Robert E. Rooney

Virgenmina Colon
Ms. Mildred I. Colon

Georgette E. Combes
Ms. Sharon Stagliola

John J. Connolly
Ms. Rachel Meta

John R. Connolly
Buffalo Station

Vernon D. Cook, Jr.
Mrs. Dorothy A. Cook

Marjorie Cooney
Brian, Kathleen & Diane Mock

Rita Cornyn
Mrs. Dianne E. Beirne

Anne Costello
Dr. David R. Costello

Michael Francis Cox
The Camardo Law Firm, P.C.

Mary Ann Coyle
Ms. Carol L. Quarantillo

Richard H. Coyne
Amwins Brokerage of 
 New York, Inc. 
Elizabeth D. Ditonto, MD 
Bruce & Jane Hoffman 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick P. Kurtz 
Jeff, Renee, Zachary &  
 Joshua Perkins 
Ms. Christine Procknal 
Ms. Cindy Sontag

Dolores P. Crecca
Mr. Paul Crecca

Norine L. Croce
Mr. Gregory Croce 
Mr. Charles Seitz

George T. Cross
Ms. Sandra Cross

Jean M. Crowley
Ms. Nina Riga

Gayle M. Cryan
Mr. Bernard W. Cryan

Guillermo Cucuccio
David & Lori, Hal, Kenny &   
 John, Jennifer & Todd, Linda  
 & Carl and Nadine

Rosemarie A. Cummins
The Cummins Gang

Edward P. Cunningham, Jr.
Mrs. Debra Cunningham 
Henry & Grace Gladysz

tribute gifts | B–C
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David A. Cuoco
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Grandoni 
Bill & Marcia Hixon, Sam &   
 Kate Hixon and Marc &  
 Kim Hixon

Linda A. Curthoys
Ms. Nancy Corcoran

Maureen J. Curtin
Mr. Patrick V. Curtin

Vincent P. Cusimano
Anonymous 
Jim, Jerry, Mary & Families

John G. & Tessie P. 
Czamara
Ms. Christine Youra

Dolores E. Czora
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Glauber 
Mrs. Janice Graeber 
Ms. Joyce N.  
 Miller-Lichtenberger 
Ms. Sharon Monaghan 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay R. Thiel

Katherine E. Daley
Ms. Caitlin Daley 
Mr. Michael Daley 
Ms. Ann Finch 
Maureen & Rich Saab 
Tina, Jeff, Emily &  
 Ben Weckerle

Florence Danahy
Ms. Susan Danahy

Theodore G. & Freda 
Danakas
Ms. Mary Danakas

Dominic D’Auria
Conax Technologies LLC

Joanne Davidson
Loretta, Debbie, Gail & Barb 
Ms. Ann Marie Rider

Nicholas DeAngelis
Greg and Tracy Murphy   
 Family Fund

John Henry Debo
Michael R. & Autumn J.   
 Calaprico 
The Family of John  
 Henry Debo 
Mr. & Mrs. James Mruk

Gertrude M. Dedman
Anonymous 
John F. & Jeanne A. Marszalek

Dennis J. Dee
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Basil

Frances DeLano
Jill, Kim, Mary, Joanne  
 & Jackie

Paul DeLano
Ms. Donna Reese

Patricia M. Dempsey
Mr. Edward M. Dempsey

Janet E. Derk
Mr. Donald P. Derk 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric P. Sears

Carlene M. DeRoo
Ms. Nicole DeRoo 
Mr. Theodore W. Kury 
Ms. Lucille Steenbergen

Carmela DeRosa
SUNY Erie Community College  
 - Human Resources Dept.

Harold A. Dersam
Mr. Dale A. Dersam

Rita M. Desemone
Mr. Jorge Constantino &  
 Ms. Sheila Hilley 
Ms. Doris Walker

Charles & Giovanna Destro
Ms. Christine Croston

Mary Deth
Mrs. Patricia Gorkiewicz

Nora Devero
Roger Leising, Marci Zynda &  
 Everyone at WNY  
 Healthcare Education

Lynn Ann Dewhurst
Anonymous

James J. DiBernardo
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Foels

Rosina F. DiBiase
Ms. Renee Biscotto & Nissha  
 Medical Technologies 
Ms. Cheryl C. McBride

John DiBlasi
Dick & Terri, Joe & Tina and  
 Angelo & Nancy 
Mary Driscoll & Family and   
 Josephine Scarpello

Lugarda Dieter
Mr. John C. Dieter

Michael Diggins
Ms. Maureen Diggins

Sarah A. DiNatale
Mr. Jack Marchese

Ethel DiPaolo
Mike & Madonna Bonitatibus 
Mr. John P. McCarthy 
Nance & Brian Murray 
Joanne & Larry Phelan 
Michael & Melinda Scanlon  
 & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger C. Weiss

Louis A. DiPasquale
Mr. James Mack

Evelyn R. Dolney
Anonymous

David K. Donaldson, Jr.
Tina and Dave Bowling 
Mrs. Dianna Civello 
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson D. Civello 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred J. Kirisits 
Paul & Cindy Kunkes

Norbert H. Donhauser
Mr. Doug Beede

Mary E. Donnelly
Mr. John G. Hernandez

Brenda J. Doster
Mr. & Mrs. Roger G. Dick 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian J. Weidner

Jane A. Doster
Mrs. Michelle Bielinski 
Mrs. Barbara Lipiec

Kenneth C. Drake
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Shine

Walter & Eugenia Druzbik
Mrs. Joan J. Moran

Chet & Connie Dulak
Anonymous

Denis W. Dzielski
Mrs. Carol Dzielski

Charles M. Edie
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Lesses

Diane D. Egger
Mr. George Egger

Donald & Patricia Ehms
Ms. Bonnie M. See

Priscilla Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Skerker

James P. Ellis
Mr. Brian Burns 
George, George & Anton 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell J. Gullo 
Mr. James R. Rhoades 
Ms. Jacqueline A. Seichter 
Rosalee & Alain Wolfe

Peter C. Elofson
Ms. Peggy J. Elofson

Maryann Emmert
Anonymous 
Ms. Ria Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad H. Hafner 
The Mayers, Repinskys &   
 Yosos
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“To the best Hospice staff, Kenny and I appreciate all the 
tender loving care that you gave Bobby while he was at the 
McAuley Residence.” 

— Joyce and Kenny, Kenmore
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Donald L. Englert
Mr. Kenneth Englert

Joan M. English
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Ash 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bowman 
Ms. Joan Caruso

Rita M. Enright
Mr. Michael J. Enright 
Ms. Jodi Hamernik

Minnette R. Epter
Mrs. Ronna Delitto

Daniel J. Ernst
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Ernst

Belinda J. Ersing
Ms. Dana Pepe 
Mr. John Tomczyk

Mary M. Esposito
Steve & Betsy McGraw

Albert J. Evans, Jr.
Andres & Michele Huerta

Josephine A. Even
Mr. James P. Moscato 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Neubauer

Carolyn C. Evingham
Anonymous

William M. Ewing, Sr.
Ms. Donna Reese

Joseph J. Fallon
WNY Healthcare Instructors  
 & Staff 
Ms. Abigail Montemaro 
Trinity United Church of Christ 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. White

Charles M. Fanning, Sr.
Mrs. Sue A. Fanning 
Ms. Michelle Simmonds

Honorable Mark G. Farrell
Mr. Ronald Caruso

George A. Fayett
Mrs. Janet L. Fayett

Janet H. Fedor
Ms. Debi Armstrong 
David & Perry Fedor 
Mr. Leo R. Fedor, Jr. &  
 Ms. Susan T. Stiffler 
Mrs. Denise Grisanti 
Mr. Raymond Napoli 
Your Philly & NY/ NJ Travelers  
 Family

Paul M. Feldt
Mr. Russell R. Hahn

Paul R. Fenner
Mr. Paul Bliss

Joseph Filipiak
The Family of Joseph Filipiak 
Ms. Ruth O. Houserman &  
 Ms. Kim Houserman 
Ms. Debra Ward

Angeline Fiorello
Bureau Veritas Consumer   
 Products Services, Inc. 
GMR of WNY, Inc.

Michael A. Fitzpatrick
Mr. Scott Allen 
Mr. Kevin Brinkworth 
Mr. Michael Dorsey 
Ms. Nancy Fitzpatrick 
The Girls 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael G. Griffin 
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Higgins 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Hunt 
Int’l Association of Bridge   
 Structural & Ornamental Iron  
 Workers 197 
Iron Workers Mgmt.  
 Progressive Action   
 Cooperative Trust 
Iron Workers District Council  
 of the Pacific Northwest 
Iron Workers Local 9 
Iron Workers Local 378 
Iron Workers Local 404 
Iron Workers Local 416 
Iron Workers Local 417 -   
 Newburgh

Michael A. Fitzpatrick, con't.
Iron Workers Regional District  
 Council & Reinforcing Local  
 Unions 846 & 847 Officers  
 & Staff 
Mr. Gregory Jarrell 
John & Kathy Keany 
Mr. Tim Kennedy 
Susan & Pete Leahy 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay W. Lesch 
Mr. Vincent Lonergan 
Kate & Ed McHugh 
Ryan & Holly Murphy 
Mr. Kevin O’Rourke & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Patton 
Ms. Joanne C. Regan 
Michael & Susan Schmitt 
Mr. Jason Scouten 
SUNY Erie Board of Trustees 
Mr. Walter Wise

Christopher S. Fix
The Hate Us Pool Team 
Janet LoPresto, Linda Hughes,  
 Catherine Martorana, Lucy  
 Ciesielski, Suzanne Metzger  
 & Dan Ryan

James P. Fleming
Julio Burgos

Michael K. Foegen
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Foegen 
Friends at Smith McDonald &  
 Better Wire Products

Elizabeth Foels
Ms. Margaret Toski

Mary Joanne Folga
Ms. Jennifer Desmone

Lawrence J. Ford
Richard & Mary Ann Benson 
City of Buffalo Employees at  
 Broadway Garage 
Fran Eisensmith & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey L. Ford 
Quest Services, Inc. 
Ms. Melissa Ray-Schaefer 
Ms. Jennifer Trombley 
Kellie & Glenn Youngman

William H. Forse
Mrs. Virginia L. Forse

Janice J. Fox
Mr. David M. Fox 
Ms. Marion G. Fox

Paul A. Fox
Ms. Marion G. Fox

Jeanne P. Frampton
Communications Workers of  
 America Local 1122

Kathleen Frank
Mr. Melvin J. Frank

Elizabeth M. Freedman
Lori, Ali, Lindsey, Julie & Carrie

Suk Friedhaber
Anonymous

Paul V. Friscic
Newman Riga Library Board  
 of Trustees

Doreen Fuller
Anonymous 
Mr. Don Anderson 
Ms. Jessica Barniak 
The Brunchin B Girls 
Camp Chautauqua 
Mr. Kevin Cashdollar 
The DiBernardo Family 
Mr. Al Fuller 
Tri-R Mechanical Inc. 
Ms. Linda M. Jarzyniecki 
Newman Properties Family 
Ms. Maureen Schmitt 
Mr. Bruce Thompson 
WNYCFO

Dr. Robert A. Fuller & 
Mrs. Elaine H. Fuller
Jane F. and Bruce A. Roberts  
 Philanthropic Fund

Madonna M. Funk
Ms. Sharon L. Daut 
Barbara, Peter, Erik & Katie   
 Lynn Dowling 
Ms. Marla Eglowstein

Denis H. Funseth
The Quick Family

Yvonne A. Gabel
Mr. & Mrs. Lynn F. Bowman, Jr. 
The Family of Norb Gabel, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence W.   
 Gerhardt, Jr.
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“I cannot thank you enough. Your gentle demeanor and your 
compassionate care were a great comfort to me.”

— Paul, Sloan
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Joseph J. Gabor, Jr.
CC Work Family

John M. Gallagher
Ms. Mary C. Connell 
Ms. Sharon A. Delahanty 
Ms. Susan Hildebrand 
Mr. Norman Schwendler

Steven Gallo
Mrs. Barbara J. Gallo 
Rob & Marilyn Thomas

Robert & Christine Galvin
Ed, Gaby, Brian & Amy Mikula

Frances H. Garbe
The Staff at Greenwood

Lorraine J. Garby
The Family of John &  
 Betty Garby 
Mrs. Sandra Garby 
Mr. Ken Horton 
Real Title Agency  
 Services, Inc. 
Ms. Lisa Stempowski 
Michael L. Stempowski 
Ms. Eugenia Tatarski

Richard D. Garland
Mr. Donald McNatty 
Mr. Richard E. Sada

John Garrity
Michael & Diane Vollmer, 
 James & Renee Bauer, Kitty 
 & Steve Klein, Kris & John  
 Butzlaff, Mark Bauer, Greg  
 Bauer, Laura Bartolutti, and  
 Heidi & Ross Rebernick

Anneliese Garver
The Little Canada Fund

Michael J. Gates
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Wilson

Helen M. Gatta
The Duke Family -  Paul T. Duke,  
 Jane McLean, Kate Nidasio,  
 Lois Palano, Debbie 
 Williamson, Mary Steinmetz &  
 John Duke 
The EHMS Family 
Mr. James F. Gatta 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Geiger 
Ms. Bernadette Siminski  
 & Family

James Gavner, Jr.
Thomas R. & Linda J. Dias 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Gavner 
John & Ainsley Sadlo 
Ms. Kathy Sadlo 
Ms. Karen Sexton

Charles Gelia, Jr.
Susan, Meghan &  
 Natalie Gebhardt 
Gelia 
Jerry & Francie Hace 
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Hess 
Friends at Minute Print 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Tuzzolino

Gerald C. Gentner
Mrs. Sally L. Gentner

Gino Germano
Conax Technologies LLC

Carlton E. Gern
Mrs. Lois E. Gern

Dorothy A. Gesel
Mr. Dennis M. Sulzbach

Silvia N. Giangreco
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E.   
 Giangreco

Elena Giardina
Michael, Patty, Sean &  
 Adam Volkenburg

Christine Gillette
Larry & Kelly Gillette

Kenneth T. Glaser
Mrs. Patricia A. Glaser

Diane M. Goerss
Mr. Stephen Goerss 
David L. & Carol A. Wunderlich

Cynthia M. Golden
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bialek 
Mrs. Elizabeth Czarnecki 
Ms. Susan Glose 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Krzesinski 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E.   
 Krzesinski, Jr. 
Ms. Donna Reese 
Ms. Andrea S. Rivers

Darlene L. Good
Ms. Carol G. Kelly 
The Krayna Family

Jean-Francois 
Gounard, PhD
Mrs. Ruth Iten

Ruth J. Graeber
Diane, Dave, Paul, Christie  
 and Josh

Alice M. Graves
Ms. Lynne Graves-Towers

Wilbert H. Green, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald C. Blakeslee 
John & Alyson Henry 
Ms. Debra Lamb-Deans 
Mr. Kenneth Myers & Family

William H. & Helen M. 
Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Scanlon

Margueritte P. Gregori
Gary & Cheryl Geartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy G. McGuire

Rich & Madeline Grey
The Non-Eden Penna Family

Honorable John J. Gruber
Anonymous

Richard A. Gryksa
Ms. Marianne Bauerlein 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Flatt

Dona Grzybek, Joanne 
Alessi, Paula Hartig & 
Joann Curran
Red Hat Society -  
 Crimson Featherettes

Pasquale B. Guerriero
Ms. Christine R. Guerriero

Nancy Guida
Mr. Louis Guida

Thomas A. Gullo
Mrs. Sharon Gullo

David V. Gurney
Mrs. Patricia J. Gurney

Helene G. Hager
Anonymous 
James & Josephine Wright, Jr.,  
 Paula Ann & Michael Boundy  
 and Gina Marie & Daniel   
 Wieslogelel & Families

Irene M. Hagner
Mrs. Mary C. Hagner 
Ms. Julie Dee 
Ms. Rebecca J. Schenk 
Mr. Craig Toth 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Vogt

Deborah L. Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne R. Ludescher

Beatrice M. Halton
Ms. Renee Zaccarine

Robert M. Hammond
Ms. Pamela M. Fardink 
The MIA Team 
Murray Hill-Annapolis   
 Book Club

Robert L. Hamp
Mr. & Mrs. Larry D. Cummings

Raymond Hampton
Ms. Deborah Anderson

Jody E. Hannel
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Hannel

Ken & Doris Harrer
Ms. Joan M. Beddome

Lawrence Hartrich
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Hartrich

Franklin T. Hathaway
Mrs. Carol Hathaway

Richard E. Hauck
Anne Newcomb

Mrs. Hayden & Mrs. Setlock
Blarney Castle Ladies  
 Social Club

Maureen D. Hayden
Ms. Rosemary Scahill

Thomas K. Hayes
The Dinkel Family

Linda D. Healy
Merchants Insurance Group

Carol D. Hebert
Mrs. Doris M. Brydalski 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Hebert 
Jeff Mecca & Kyle Mecca 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schirching

Maureen C. Hecht
Mr. Robert D. Hecht

Jeanette Heckler
Mr. Ronald R. Heckler

Eugene F. Heidenburg
Anonymous

Louise K. Heidrick
Mr. Donald G. Heidrick

G–H | tribute gifts



30    |   HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE BUFFALO

Mary Ellen Heil
Mr. Dennis Heil

Robert Philip Heim
Mrs. Lorna Mary Heim

Douglas H. Heitzhaus
Mr. Kyle Anderson

H. Paul Henderson, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G.   
 Sanderson

Lana Heslin
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Batina

Ronald G. Hess
Ms. Lisa Davis

Joan Marie Heubusch
Anonymous

Richard J. Higgins
Ms. Emily Lynett

Mathilda Hill
Alice Webb-Oxtenford,   
 Colleen Prorok & Tom Webb

Inez M. Hillman
Ms. Nancy Keicher

Patricia Hines
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Hines

Caroline A. Hoch
Mr. Clarence W. Hoch

Robert P. Hoepfinger
Robert, Sheila, Marc, Donna,  
 Judy & Alan Mortellaro and  
 Carol Watson

Josephine Hoffman
Gernatt Asphalt Products, Inc.

Karen Hoffman
Ms. Nancy Battaglia

Rosemary A. Hoffman
Ms. Cara Rasnick

Werner Hoffmann
Mrs. Lore Hoffmann

Marie Hoffmeister
Ms. Margaret Hoffmeister

James A. Holler
Mrs. Bette Smith

Raymond D. Holley
Anonymous

Florence M. Hollins
Larry & Michele Koleff & Family

Jason W. Holman
Ms. Sally Dahlstrom

Esther J. Holmes
Mr. William O. Holmes

Dolores M. Hoolihan
Mr. Dante Concepcion 
Noel & Bea Concepcion 
Orencia Concepcion 
Mr. Mark Hoolihan 
Santiago & Loretta Pardo

Jay Barrett Hornung
Ms. Jeanette Masters

Hanley M. Horwitz, MD
Dr. & Mrs. George Kotlewski

Veronica Hudson
Ms. Joyce C. Andrews

Gloria A. Hughes
Enza, Deb, Jen, Sue,  
 Laurin, Lori & Darcy

Cleyoda Hurd
Bo & Janice Blount 
Charb, Wanda, Laura &   
 Families 
Ms. Gail S. George 
Ron & Diane Roquemore 
Mr. Hubert Taylor

Conrad Jerome Idzik
Mrs. Elaine Idzik

Robert F. Innes
The MacLeod-Innes Cousins - 
 Murdo & Gwyn MacLeod,  
 Don & Linda MacLeod,   
 Barbara MacLeod Clayton,  
 Richard & Nancy Vara, Ben  
 & Margaret Derbsch, John  
 & Rosemary MacLeod and  
 Sheila MacLeod

Maureen A. Isenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Driscoll 
Mark & Liz Isenberg 
Ms. Debra Moccaldi 
Mr. Craig Wittlin

Judith C. Ivey
Ms. Linda L. Drake 
Ms. Kelly Freiha

Robert A. Jaap
Ms. Julie Jaap

Julia Jarmusz
Mr. Raymond Jarmusz &  
 Ms. Julie Jarmusz

Robert D. Jaroszewski
Ms. Diane B. Oates 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth M. Sroka

Mathias P. Jauch
Mrs. Mary E. Jauch

Eleanor A. Johnson
Romolo C. & Katherine M.   
 Santarosa 
Sam & Patti Santarosa 
Uniland Development   
 Company 
Walt & Carla Zanino

Emily T. Johnson
Ms. Jill E. Thach

Patricia D. Johnston
Mr. John W. Johnston, Jr.

Virginia C. Johnston
Mr. Scott Johnston

Charles & Ellen Jones
Mrs. Ruth Jones

Shelia Joseph
Ms. Kay Prinzi

Daniel & Edith Joyce
Mr. & Mrs. William Dunford

Edward R. Jozwiak
Mr. Russ Andolina 
Family & Friends of Edward R.  
 Jozwiak 
Ms. Darby Fishkin 
Ms. Linda Luthart 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J.   
 Winston

Donna K. Jurek
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Collins

Alice M. Jurkowski
Mrs. Christine Hoeplinger

Chester R. Kaczmarczyk
Mrs. Dorothy Kaczmarczyk

Pauline Kane
Ms. Mary Jo Ferguson

Joseph A. Kaplan
Markel Finance 
Anne & Dale Smith

Edward Kargul
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Adolf 
Ms. Sharon Bobak 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Penfold 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Tills 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Zoerb

Anna M. Karlnoski
Bonnie & Gail Conners 
Dave & Stacy Gardner 
Lewis & Lewis, P.C. 
Allan M. Lewis & Dana R. Lewis 
Navsim Services, Inc.

Susanne E. Katerinsky
Mr. Alan A. Katerinsky

Kenneth C. Kather
Friends at Ford Buffalo   
 Stamping Plant UAW  
 Local 897

Rhonda M. Kearns-Sullivan
Mr. David Sullivan

Claire L. Keddie
Mr. James M. Keddie

Glen Kelkenberg
Mrs. Linda Kelkenberg

Barbara M. Kelleher
Ms. Mary Kelleher

Agnes E. Kempa
Mrs. Marian R. Lohr

Concetta B. Kendziora
David Kendziora, Carol Battel  
 & Joyce Brewer 
The Postolese Family

Wayne M. Kerling
Mrs. Cheryl Kerling

Robert T. Keyes
Mrs. Jean S. Keyes

Paul J. Kielich
David & Donna Hartney 
Ms. Alice P. Kielich 
John & Regina Kielich 
Mr. Joel Schlesinger 
Mr. Mark Taylor 
Ellis & Laurie Werbow

Jill D. Kilinskas
Mr. William A. Kilinskas

Robert S. Kinkel
Mr. Robert S. Kinkel, Jr.

Joseph Kirbey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Conklin

Kathryn J. Kirisits
Mr. Craig Toth

Jane Ann Rice Kirsch
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Kirsch
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Kathleen Kistner
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Kistner

Robert R. Klas
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Klas

Edward H. Klavoon
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. 
Sanderson

Timothy F. Klein
Mr. Robert J. Dachille

Richard J. Klisiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Alico

Joseph J. Kliszak
Mrs. Iris L. Kliszak

Rita R. Klocek
Annette & Amy Klocek 
Ms. Robin Mordaunt-Kress 
Kelly & Andy Wells

James M. Kluge, Jr.
Mrs. Lynn M. Kluge

Marie B. Kneitinger
Mr. Robert Kneitinger

Robert E. Kneitinger
Mr. Robert Kneitinger

John J. Knerr
Mr. & Mrs. Richard R.   
 Carpenter

James H. Knight
Mrs. Candyce L. Watson

Jeffrey Knople
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Tresselt

Sharon A. Kohler
Mrs. Rosemond A. Ruhland

Mark Kolkowicz
Mrs. Theresa Kolkowicz

Cecelia Komorowski
Anonymous

Betty H. Kong
Mr. Frank Kong

Johanna Konitsch
Code 3 Broadcasting, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard F.   
 Melancon

Stanley P. Kopec
West Seneca Amvets  
 Post 8113, Inc.

Douglas J. Kopp
Cheryl & Dara Stein

John J. Kordrupel
Gregory & Deborah Blakowski 
Mrs. Judith M. Kordrupel 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Merz

Samuel Korus
Forest Condominium  
 Board of Directors 
Dr. & Mrs. Mark S. Volk

Patricia M. Kowal
Mr. Randolph C. Kowal

Charles W. Kownaski
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bedard III 
Ms. Dava Bielefeld 
CDC Epilepsy Team   
 Colleagues 
Mr. & Mrs. James C.  
 Mariano, Sr.

Joyce Kozakiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Orlowski

Linda A. Kozero
Eileen Murphy

Glenn E. Kraebel, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. James Smith

Lorraine A. Krenn
Eugene M. & Marian G.   
 Gabrych

Betty B. Krezmien
Alicia & Casey Maves, Joe &  
 Karen Grasso, Mark & Chris  
 Drews and Bonnie Bennet 
The Family of Betty B.   
 Krezmien 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Mill 
Ms. Rosalind Polanowski

Jennie Kroniess
Ms. Elaine Kroniess &  
 Mr. Edward Kroniess

Theodore & Mildred 
Krueger
Ms. Suzanne Krueger Nieman

Karl H. Krug
Mr. Kevin Krug

Audrey J. Kubiak
Penny & Pete Cannici

Jane Marie Kulczyk
Mr. Norman J. Kulczyk

Carol M. Kuziak
Kathy, Nora, Maryann & Kathy

David J. LaBella
The D.V. Brown Family

Diana Ladd
Ms. Theresa M. Donahue

Myles R. Lalley
The Bradley Family - Ellie,   
 Kathy, Dave & Alexa

Choi Kwan Lam
Jane K. Arcadi, MD 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Germono 
Joanne, Fion & Edmund 
Will, Turbo & Candy

Rita M. Landgraf
Mosey Family Foundation

Jenneth C. Lane
Bruce & Julie Caldwell

Joanne C. Lang
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Pfister

Lorraine D. Lannon
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Metke

Patrick Lannon
Ms. Susan M. Duffy

Catherine M. LaRue
Ms. Katie Coyle LaRue

Homer N. LaValley
Anonymous

Charles R. Lavelle
Mrs. Nancy J. Burke 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Michael Decker 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory M.   
 Gordon 
Ms. Michele Haney 
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Hooper 
Barry & Heather Joyce-Byers 
Ms. Karen Lavelle-Fladd

Rosemary Lawley
Mr. & Mrs. Craig S. McIntyre

Howard E. Lee, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore E.   
 Blazejewski 
Mrs. Therese Constable

Alice E. Lehner
Mr. Robert J. Lesinski & 
 Mrs. Michelle Maria Sala

Patricia A. Lemke
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Lemke 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward G. Stribick

Charles F. Lennon
Candace & Friends at  
 Roswell Park 
Mr. Kevin B. Lennon & Mr.   
 David Donovan 
IMCU, ICU and THS teams 
Ms. Mary Ann Long 
Ms. Ariana Martinez 
Mrs. Nora K. McGuire 
Ms. Susan Trankle 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Leberer

Donald F. Leonard
R. A. Mercer & Co., P.C.

Martin J. Leslie
Ms. Deborah Delgato

Lois Levine
Mr. & Mrs. Donald L. Lesses

Florence Lewis
Ms. Maxine Perry

Margaret J. Lezynski
Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Lezynski 
Judy Pfohl, Pat Pfohl, Robert  
 Pfohl Jr, Susan Pfohl-Hadnot  
 & Nancy Pfohl-Jordan

Helen A. Liberty
Mr. Anthony E. Liberty

Roberta M. Lina
Mr. Christopher Lina

Henry J. Lis
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Lis 
Pat & Leigh, Jerry & Sue, Laura,  
 Ron & Linda and Beth & John

Robert T. Lojacono
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Guzzetta 
Captain Donald G. Keller

Lisa Joy Londono
Mickey, Suzanne, Dan Boisvert  
 & Children

Penny Longo
Penny Longo Memorial Fund

Marjorie E. Loomis
Mrs. Barbara A. Schmitt

Agnes G. Lord
Ms. Patricia A. Lord

Donald J. Loretto
Mr. Peter F. Loretto, Jr.

Eugene R. LoTempio
Mrs. Jay LoTempio
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Loved Ones
Anonymous

Micaela R. Luhr
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred F. Luhr III

Gilles Lussier
Mr. James A. DeMarco 
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Green 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Pielecha

James S. Lynch
EDA Friends

Ann J. Lynett
The Hislop Family Foundation 
Ms. Carolyn  
 Kilkenney - Michelle 
Mr. Kevin G. Reilly 
Christopher D. & Mary Ross

Mark R. Lynett
Ms. Emily Lynett

Norma E. MacAlpine
Mr. Kenneth MacAlpine

Virginia A. Macaluso
Mr. John N. Macaluso

Joseph A. Maciolek
Ms. Cheryl Maciolek

Richard “Dick” J. Macko
Mrs. Kathleen Macko

Joyce E. MacNeil
Mr. Paul D. MacNeil

Louis A. Macro
Mr. Dominic Magrone 
Stephen C. & Kathy J. Stewart

Miss Madelyn
Mr. & Mrs. George J.  
 Coates, Jr.

Carol A. Maggio
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph DePaolo

Leo S. Majchrzak
Anonymous

James J. Majerowicz
The Standish Family

Leon M. Majerowski
Mrs. Henrietta Majerowski

Francis J. Makowski
Ms. Margaret  
 Makowski-Greenky

Jean E. Makowski
Ms. Margaret  
 Makowski-Greenky

Raymond Malecki
Mr. Lawrence A. Malecki & 
 Mr. Thomas Malecki

Thomas R. Malekci
Mr. Lawrence A. Malecki &  
 Mr. Thomas Malecki

Ken Malick
Anonymous

Michael J. Maloney
Anonymous

Floyd A. Maltbie
Mrs. Carol Ann Maltbie

Christine Mamott
Anonymous

Lucille & Anthony 
Mancinelli
Ms. Lisbeth Ball

Lucille V. Mancinelli
Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP

Linda H. Manhardt
Mr. Michael A. Manhardt

Joan P. Manuella
The Powers Family

Gail M. Mapes
Ms. Linda Hall

Patricia J. Marchewka
Brandon DiBerardino,  
 The Guerra Family,  
 The Leonberger Family,  
 The Grabowski Family,  
 The Skrownski Family,  
 Susan Vinal Wolfe &  
 Cindy DiBerardino 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J.   
 Murzynowski

Robert A. Markiewicz
Peter & Claire Curione 
Mary (Finley), Laura,  
 Victoria & Brian

Patricia H. Maroney
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Hendricks 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McClure

Suzanne J. Marquardt
Ms. Jennifer Chadwell 
Mr. Ward Delaney 
Ed Newsome’s Hardwood   
 Floors, Inc. 
Ken-Ton PE Department 
Mike, Jessie, Mike,  
 Mike & Sarah 
Mr. & Mrs. John Nelson

Betty M. Marquis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Hartung

Loretta A. Maruca
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Carlson 
Ms. Lori J. Incorvaia 
Family & Friends of Loretta A.  
 Maruca

Annette & Joseph Masling
Ms. Audrey Bredhoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Dupler 
Mr. K. Nicholas Leibovic 
Mrs. Karen L. Spaulding

Annette Masling
Ms. Kathy Ireland 
Mark & Tova Kristal 
The Plotkin Family

Mary F. Massaro
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kosanovich 
Gary & Roseanne Seivert and  
 Dale & Mary Seivert

Anthony J. Mastrangelo, Jr.
Bison Fleet Specialists 
Mr. Paul Mendy

Geeta Mathur
Jahries, Hargrave, Amos,  
 Haskel, Aman, Sabo, Bayer,  
 Kahnert, Ferro, Lightner,  
 Lidard, Stoner, Kempske,  
 Hersh & Hilgartner 
Mr. Anil K. Mathur

Doris Matie
Ms. Jacqueline Wittmeyer

Colette  Matthews
Ms. Patricia W. Dankert 
Mr. Mario Musso

Carolyn M. Mazzara
Mike & Karen Crovetti 
Fran Panasci & Diane

Margaret R. McAnulty
Ms. Jennifer L. Ball

Joseph F. McArdle
Ms. Patricia A. Ludwick

Ruth & Joe McArdle
Michael & Nora McArdle

Ruth A. McArdle
Ms. Patricia A. Ludwick

Scott D. McBride
Ms. Lisa Baco

Doreen S. McCarthy
The Robert Balon Family 
The Crosby Company 
Friends at Flint Road 
The Donald F. Kane Family 
Irene, Martin, Jeffrey & John  
 Metzger and Marjorie Stell 
William & Janice Reukauf

Frances I. McCarthy
Ms. Sharon Aubrecht

Laurajean G. McCarthy
The Bauda Family 
Dave & Mary Ann Boehm 
The Saia Family - Fred, Donna,  
 Tom, Sue, Danielle, Dave,  
 Caylee, Kaden, Annie &   
 Maggie

Charles D. McCarty, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Frank T. Cordaro 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Woitas

Robert A. McCleery
Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Petersen

Carol A. McClintock
Karen McClintock &  
 Krista McClintock Smith 
Mrs. Jean Vreeland

Lawrence F. McCormick
Jack & Kathy Barnes and  
 Linda & Bill Ward 
Mime & Lisa Blas (Biondo) 
CCHA Sports Law Team 
Terry, Chris & Kristine Collyer 
Ms. Jan Collyer 
Carol & Jim Coy 
The Cummins Family 
Ms. Mary M. Downing 
The Fournier Girls 
5th Grade Family at Hoover  
 Middle School 
Mr. Timothy Krueger 
Mr. Steven Lutz
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Shirley E. McCracken
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Ward and  
 Janet Jarczyk

Virginia R. McCue
Mr. Carmen J. Gentile 
Mr. C. Richard Thompson

Marilyn E. McGee
Mr. Francis Cullen

Mary Ann McGuire
Mr. James J. McGuire

Richard E. McGuire
Jack & Nancy Kirsch, Billy  
 McGuire, Donald McGuire,  
 Sharon Guenther, Joyce  
 Jakubowski and Sue &  
 Ron Nogaro

Kathleen M. McInnis
Ms. Joan A. McInnis

Kevin B. McNamara
Mrs. Caroline Gilfillan 
Tim, Susan, Brendan & 
 Emily Hurley 
Ms. Barbara Lyons

George & Gloria McVay
Ms. Victoria A. McVay

John C. Mecca
Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. Collins 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Galluzzo 
Mr. Russell Harlock 
The Meccas & Brunkows  
 of Colorado 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd A. Mecca 
Ms. Shelly Muir

Mary Elizabeth Meier
Beth & Jeff Hendricks 
Mr. William McClure

Sharon A. Meldrum
Mr. Dale F. Meldrum

Michael A. Mendola
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Brinkworth 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Doviak 
Mr. Carl J. Manzella 
Ms. Judith Reed 
Salon de Coquette, LLC 
Mr. Gerald Senese, Jr. 
Trisha Stefanou, John &  
 Anna Mercina 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Tasca

Vincent J. Mendola, Jr.
The HSBC GIRE Team 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent J. Mancuso 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Mendola 
Ms. Laura Monte 
Attorneys & Friends at Phillips  
 Lytle - Preston & Sean 
Ms. Pamela J. Pyle &  
 Mr. James Brown

Ann Marie Mercurio
Diana Zona & Family, Kathlene  
 Dylag & Family and Lynn   
 Previte & Family

Richard H. Meyers
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Wagner

Mildred A. Mezzio
Friends at Apple - Andrew,  
 Nick, Johnny, Victoria,   
 Cameron & Anna 
Jim, Jane, Sarah & Kelly Duval 
Fred & Kathleen Geldmaker

Theresa Michalski
Rosalie G. Ciminelli*

Robert A. Milch, MD
Anonymous 
Ms. Marcie L. Anthone 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry I. Appelbaum 
Dr. Anne Banas 
Mrs. Linda Beardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Bedell 
Ms. Alana Bertram 
Ms. Ruthellen Bunis 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph G.   
 Cardamone 
Ms. Claire Carlo 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan S. Carrel 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Celniker 
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Coder 
Mrs. Dana R. Dee 
2nd Lt. Sean D. &  
 Anne Delaney 
Medical Society of the  
 County of Erie 
Mr. Andrew Esch 
Ms. Christa Foschio-Bebak

Robert A. Milch, MD, con't.
The Frey Family - Robyn, Steve,  
 Alison Holmes & Andrea 
Sanford & Elyse Friedman 
Mr. Mark S. Friedman 
Rich & Brenda Fronckowiak 
Ms. Catherine Gavin 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Glauber 
Mr. Jeffrey Glodzik 
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Glodzik 
Fred & Lois Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldberg 
Dr. Jonathan A. Graff 
Ms. Susan E. Guindon 
Mr. Mohammad I. Haque 
Ms. Kimberly Jacob 
Mrs. Sonia Kahl 
Dr. & Mrs. George Kotlewski 
Dr. & Mrs. Jerald Kuhn 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E.  
 Lawrence, Jr. 
Ms. Lucille Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Mandrake 
Mrs. Joan B. Mangan 
Mrs. Linda Manth 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis D. McCauley 
Mercy Flight Sunshine Club 
Liz & Katie Miller 
Ms. Andrea Minor 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Mitchell 
Mr. David Monroe 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph L. Mooney 
Michael J. & Mary P. Moss 
Dr. & Mrs. Brian M. Murray 
H. John & Candise K. Mye 
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew  
 Scott Newman 
Dr. & Mrs. Harry S. Newman 
Dr. Margaret W. Paroski 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard M. Peer 
Ms. Cheri Pies 
Mr. Harvey Pies 
Roger, Shela, Laurel &  
 Russel Pies 
Ms. Stacy Pies 
Mr. & Mrs. Cary Presant 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rayhill 
Dr. Mary Anne Rokitka

Robert A. Milch, MD, con't.
Mr. John F. Rooney, Jr. 
Sampson Family Fund 
Ms. Lauren J. Schulman 
Drs. Jeffrey & Susan Schwartz 
Drs. Douglas M. &  
 Sara R. Sirkin 
Mr. Carl Snitzer 
Mrs. Lynne Sommerstein  
 & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon J. St. Amand 
Mr. Daniel Sterman 
Allison, Brandon, Larry &   
 Annie Todd 
Mary & Josh Usen 
Mr. Richard D. Venator &  
 Mrs. Betty Gibson Venator 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger C. Weiss 
Akie Yanagi 
Mr. Steven L. Yellen &  
 Mrs. Karen B. Leeds 
Ms. Elizabeth D. Zeisler

Dureen H. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. James Incorvaia

Elizabeth G. Miller
Brad & Debbie Oudt 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth H. Rawe, Jr.

Harold F. Miller, Jr.
Anonymous 
Mr. Lawrence E. Caprous 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kunkemoeller 
Michael & Amanda Loza 
Niagara University Academic  
 Success Center 
Ms. Claudia M. Schreiber 
Ms. Mary E. Steinmetz

Mary Miller
Mrs. Rhonda Miller

Carol A. Milsom
Mr. Dale W. Milsom

Alfred O. Minklei
Mrs. Elizabeth N. Minklei

Barbara Minnella
Mr. Michael Minnella
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“We are so grateful for the wonderful care of Hospice. Mom was 
treated with compassion, dignity and concern for her comfort.”

— Bridget and Don, Lancaster
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Shelia C. Monheim
Bear Services, Inc. 
Ms. Janet Edwards 
Gross Shuman, P.C. 
Mr. John Monheim

Lucille N. Moore
Anonymous 
The Girls 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory P. Laux 
KC, Colton, George, Charlene  
 Marschal, Nicole (Marschal) &  
 Carlo Carbetta 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger H. O’Day 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Serth, Jr.

Daniel F. Morabito, Sr.
Mr. Edward Harman

Barbara A. Morabito
Mr. Edward Harman

Daniel & Barbara Morabito
Nance, Brian, Kelly &  
 Brian Jr. Murray 
Ms. Dolores Holzworth &  
 Mr. Joseph Vacca

James J. Morrison
Mrs. Mary S. Lamancuso

James J. Mosey
Ms. Sara Griffin

Donna J. Motak
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gugino

Charlotte & Norman Mrkall
Ms. Brenda A. Mrkall

Paul Murphy
Ms. Elizabeth Casciani &  
 Ms. Annette Kurzdorfer

Elsie A. Nachreiner
Mrs. Yvonne M. Gosset

Robert J. Napierala
Ms. Elaine M. Napierala

Robert A. Naples
Ms. Janet Naples

Patrick J. Nevin
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard A.   
 Weisbeck, Jr.

James R. Newham
Mr. & Mrs. James Novak

Jessica Newham
Mrs. Beverly A. Newham 
Mr. & Mrs. James Novak

Frank R. Niedziela
Family & Friends of Frank R.  
 Niedziela

Mildred F. Niemiec
Ms. Constance Anthony

Theresa R. Nixon
Richard & Olivia Dudek 
Ms. Caroline Gowanlock 
Mrs. Billie Mest & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Nixon 
Cliff & Donald Vidler

Ronald E. Nolan
Mrs. Judith M. Nolan

Joyce E. Nowak
PAST Family

Patricia L. Nowak
Mrs. Ann Lange

Annette L. O’Brien
Maureen Jacobi, Jim, Marita,  
 Thomas & Patrick O’Brien

Diane L. O’Brien
Ms. Helen Gee 
Mrs. Carole Hurley

Kenneth M. O’Brien
Kristen & Lucas Lorentz

Robert A. Occhino
Ms. Mary M. Angelo 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan A. Monaco 
Sanderson Wealth   
 Management, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman E. Yearke

Jim O’Connor
Mr. Edward A. Vasbinder

Molly E. O’Keeffe
Mr. & Mrs. James O’Keeffe

Judith A. O’Leary
Dennis & Megan Bannister 
Ms. Mary Beth Coad 
The Collier Family 
Ms. Shelly A. McCann

Joe & Mary Alice O’Neil
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Basil

Mary Alice O’Neil
The Schnitt Family

Mildred Orrange
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Schulenberg 
Ms. Kimberly Styka

Reverend Norbert F. 
Orsolits
Pioneer Ford, Inc.

Antonio Ortiz
Anonymous 
Hodgson Russ, LLP

William Orton
Ms. Ellen Bowman 
Mr. & Mrs. Lynn F. Bowman, Jr. 
Tops HR Family

Nancy I. Osgood
John & Paula Sherman 
UBMD Emergency Medicine

Bernard J. Ozolins
Mrs. Suzanne Ozolins

Rose G. Pace
Mr. Stephen Goddard 
Mrs. Debra A. Navarro

Elizabeth P. Palaszewski
Mrs. Cheryl Yoder

Irene, Sigmund & 
Euphemia Palkowski
Mr. Ronald S. Palkowski

Vincent J. Pantano
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Abadir 
Buffalo Niagara Investors   
 Group, Inc. 
Ms. Jennie D’Angelo 
La Nova Pizzeria, Inc. 
Ms. Jeanette L. Mazzara 
Mr. Michael Saletta

Rae Anne Pantling
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Dickman

Kondai L. 
Parthasarathy, MD
Mrs. Bernice P. Baeumler 
The OBX Crew 
Ms. Mallika Salgunan 
Vishu Viswanathan

Joan W. Pascarella
Dr. Frank J. Pascarella

Donald Kustrup Paterson
Ms. Sandra Paterson

Robert L. Paul
Ms. Brenda Basher

David R. Paulus, CPA
Mrs. Deborah Lickfeld

Richard G. Pavel, Jr.
Mr. Larry Fessler 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Jancewicz 
Mrs. Judith M. Klarowski 
Mr. Matt Loeb 
Mrs. Christine M. Lotocki 
Mrs. Donna Pavel 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Pavel 
Mr. Shane Williams

Christine E. Pawlak
Ms. Amy Augustyn

Sharon J. Pawlowski
Ms. Ceceile Pawlowski

Adelard J. Perrier
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Parent

Marilyn M. Peters
Lock City Moose #617 LOOM 
Mr. Ronald Peters

Carlo C. Petracca
Catholic Health Infusion   
 Pharmacy

Antonio Petricca
Mrs. Dolores Needham
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“Thank you for the support you provided. We were blessed to have the 
kindness you gave us.”

— Larraine and Family, Orchard Park
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Mary M. Pettey
Ms. Linda M. Betzer 
The Brady Family 
John, Lisa & Margot Reid

Vincent Pezzino
David & Patty Pezzino

Catherine M. Pfohl
Mr. Angelo Genco 
Andres & Michele Huerta 
Mr. Charles Rohrer 
Ms. Laurie Strauss

Alfred W. Phillips, Jr.
Southside Trailer Service, Inc.

Alfonso J. Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. Frank C. Puma

Walter L. Pirong
Ms. Cathy Ezzo

Robert J. Pittman
Mr. Kenneth Bieman 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Gardy 
Ms. Christine M. Gromley

Fern E. Plummer
Mr. Charles Plummer

Dorothy A. Pohlman
Mrs. Norma Carbeck 
Hadley & Associates 
Ann Lang, Jeff & Martina, Heidi  
 & Jim and Heather & Bob 
Richard & Karen Pohlman   
 Family Fund

Joseph S. Polakiewicz
EA Admin.

Joseph Pollina
Mrs. Helene M. Pollina

Antoinette Pope
The Pope/Rozek Family

Faye Popiel
Ms. Pauline L. Clark 
Ms. Rebecca L. Popiel

Dorothy Popielski
Ms. Dianne C. Kubiczek

Yvonne H. Popielski
Edward & Kathleen  
 Warnke Foundation 
Jeffrey & Donna Helmick

Victoria Popielski-Kolbert
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Kolbert

Dorothy M. Poppenberg
Ms. Joanne Poppenberg

Marlene Marie Pridgeon
Dr. Anthony R. Pridgeon

Charles F. Priore, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Clancy 
Mrs. Fanny M. Priore 
Mr. Thomas Saunders

Jancy G. Priore
Ms. Lois E. Priore

Elise Rose Puckhaber
Mr. Joseph Pantano 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Ruesch

Marie Pullman
Mr. George P. Pullman 
Ms. Patricia M. Smith

James J. Purpora
Rich & Karen Bly

Bentley & Virginia Putnam
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B.  
 Demming, Jr.

Rosaline A. Putt
Linda Casterline

Richard S. Pyszczek
Ms. Lisa Pyszczek 
Ms. Sally Ann Pyszczek

Patrick R. Quinn
Mrs. Rosemary Quinn

Joyce Radwan
ABC High School Class of 1968 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Conley 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J.   
 Malinowski

Bernice A. Radziwon
Ms. Rebecca Firth

Margaret Raffel
Mr. Gary J. Licherelli

David C. Ramsdell
Mr. Dennis Ramsdell

Susan G. Randall
Ms. Michelle Figgins

Lottie A. Ratajczak
Ms. Carol Ratajczak

Santa K. Ratka
Mr. Daniel E. Ratka

Ryan M. Rauker
Ms. Susan A. Rodgers

Gail W. Reap
Frank & Nancy Mantione,   
 The Karle Family, The Lackey  
 Family, Judy Pecun &  
 Karen Schiersing

Paul A. Redfern
Mrs. Anne M. Redfern

Howard A. Reichert
Colucci & Gallaher Charitable  
 Foundation, Inc.

Kyle Gregory Reid
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory P. Reid

Thomas & Anastasia 
Revelas
William, Nancy, Allison &  
 Amy Revelas

Frank & Teresa Ricci
Mr. Mark Ricci

Kenneth E. Richardson
National Fuel Gas Company -  
 Officers & Directors

Patricia A. Richert
The Montague Family   
 Foundation

Angela F. Riordan
Mr. Daniel T. Riordan

Robert M. Ritzel
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond D.   
 Andrews 
Mr. Philip R. Perry

Lydia Rivera
James Lisa, Inez Regan &   
 Valerie Balzano 
Michael & Louise Regan

Darrell A. Rivers
Del Mar Farms, Inc.

Nelson L. Rivet, Jr.
Mrs. Sandy Rivet

William James Rodgers
Friends & Coworkers at   
 Tectran Mfg., Inc.

Alberta C. Roetzer
Ms. Kate Roetzer 
Mrs. Karen Sweet 
Bridget Weekley

Valerie J. Rosenhoch
Mr. Edward Dowling

Carmela Rossi
Mr. & Mrs. John T. Loss

Rosalie Rossi
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel V. Norton

Neil H. Rudin
Anonymous 
Mrs. Cheryl Rudin & Family

Richard R.G. Ruhland
Mrs. Rosemond A. Ruhland

Christine Runfola
Anonymous 
Hohl Industrial

Calvin A. Ruthenberg
Ms. Janet Bulger 
Philip & Nicole Hill

Edward W. Rutkowski
Mr. Ross Byington 
Mr. Lino Cardenas 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Galbraith 
Lorena, Kathleen & Asa, Bruce,  
 Frances, Erik & Aaron 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. McCarthy 
Dolores F. Rutkowski* 
Ms. Gail A. Rutkowski 
Thomas & Mary Ann Rutkowski

Janice L. Ryan
Mr. Martin V. Ryan, Jr.

Joseph E. Ryan
Mrs. Eileen M. Ryan

Dorothy J. Rybarczyk
Ms. Linda M. Brinkworth

Cecilia J. Ryll
The Honig Family

Leonard Sadkin
Mr. Steven Perelstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G.   
 Sanderson

Judy A. Sanchez
Anonymous 
Larry, Michele, Jacob &   
 Megan Koleff 
Ms. Dorothy E. Maritime

Robert A. Sandmann
Ms. Anna K. Conroy 
Ms. JoMarie Poquadeck 
Ms. Janice Ramsey

Salvatore V. Sanfilippo
George A. & Marie M. Berger

Peter A. Sartori
Mrs. Barbara M. Clayton 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Deritis
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Shirley Scalice
Ms. Julie Lyon

Antonio Scanzuso
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Scanzuso 
Williamsville Special   
 Education & Student  
 Services Dept.

Francis J. Scarcello
Mr. Francis W. Scarcello

Joseph L. Scarpace
Ms. Mary E. McClintock

Christian Schaefer
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Schaefer

James W. Scheeler
Mr. Ronald L. Frank &  
 Ms. Anne Schneider

Frederick C. Scherbarth
Anonymous

Michele M. Schiemant
Ms. Pauline L. Clark 
Ms. Christine Clemens 
William & Lori Mislin 
Ms. Kathleen Packard 
Southside Trailer Service, Inc.

Ursula C. Schifferle
Mr. William J. Schifferle

Robert O. Schillinger
Mrs. Veronica Schillinger

Mae Margaret Schmid
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Evans 
Richard J. Roberts, Mary Beth  
 Roberts, Suzanne Lombardo  
 & Teressa McGarry 
Mr. Martin Schmid 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Sember 
Mr. Preston Warr

Michael Schmitt
Mrs. Barbara A. Schmitt

Albert R. Schneider, Jr.
Mrs. Janet Kambat 
Mrs. Ann McGiveron 
Mrs. Susan W. Schneider

Nancy K. Schnitzer
Ms. Emily Cole &  
 Ms. Ann Lieberman

Jacob Frederick 
Schoellkopf V
Ms. Nancy L. Schoellkopf

Edward & Florence 
Schottke
Mr. Ken A. Schottke

Dorothy K. Schueler
Eliot & Deborah Rosenkranz

Betty Schuh Zulka
Ms. Janice Johnson

Frederick & Mayvis Schultz
Mr. John P. Schultz

Michael D. Schultz, Sr.
Mr. John P. Schultz

Carol Jean Schutte
Ms. Linda Klopfer

Diane Schwach
Mr. James Nash

Raymond H. Schwendler
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Selby

Norman H. Schwenk
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Ehrmann

Dino Sciascia
Mrs. Debora Sciascia

Constance Sciortino
Mr. Franklin J. Sciortino

Joan I. Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Jack R. Patterson

Denise M. Scull
Mr. & Mrs. Sandy DiPasquale 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Federico 
Ms. Rosemary S. Keough

Kathleen H. Scully
Mr. Joseph G. Scully

Dorothy M. Seaman
Anonymous

Patricia & Robert Seelbach
Mrs. Christina A. Van Splunder

Margaret C. Seep
Mr. Mark Seep

Jerilyn J. Seibel
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Bray

Alvin & Rita Seibert
Mr. & Mrs. Harold J. Housler

Elisabeth M. Seifert
Ms. Cheryl R. Seifert

William R. Semrau
Mrs. Kathleen F. Semrau

Kathryn Senser
Ms. Cynthia Brody 
Mark & Pam Brody 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Rankin &  
 Family, Mr. & Mrs. John Caton  
 & Family and Mr. & Mrs. Kevin  
 Rankin & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Senser

Peter W. Seymour, Jr.
CHS Family 
Ms. Wendy Quinn 
Peter & Lisa Seymour

Naja J. Sfeir
Mr. & Mrs. Mark E. Sandle

Janet I. Shanahan
Mr. Robert B. Shanahan

Dr. Madhukar A. Shanbhag
Vilasini M. Shanbhag, MD

Michael J. Shemancik
Mr. & Mrs. William Farrell 
Mrs. Linda M. Walleshauser

Priscilla A. Sholtez
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schichtel

Patricia A. Shular
Anonymous 
Mr. & Mrs. James Steimer

Irene R. Siejak
Mr. Richard Siejak

Thomas Sikora
Mrs. Cynthia Sikora

Virginia C. Simme
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Simme

Peter H. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Korzak 
Ms. Roseanne Mejia 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Obey 
Mrs. Carmelina Simon 
Mr. Derek Tucker 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Zacher

Robert P. Sireci
Mr. Wayne Gerhart &  
 Ms. Sherill M. Sutton

Bruce E. Sitzman
Ms. Jenny M. Pawelski

Ronald J. Skare
Mr. & Mrs. Todd A. Skare

Richard J. Skwierczynski
Richard & Mel Skwierczynski

Helene T. Smallen
Ms. Benjamin Smallen 
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Smallen

Lori Lynn Smigelsky
Mr. Stephen J. Smigelsky

David B. Smith, Esq.
Mr. John E. Ballow

Dorothy A. Smith
Mr. Joseph F. Smith

James E. Smith
Mrs. Maria B. Smith

Jeanne D. Smith
Drew & Pauline Lewis

Timothy E. Smith
Mr. Edward S. Bloomberg 
Mr. Kenneth A. Manning

Robert W. Snyder
Mrs. Marcia Snyder

Patricia E. Sobolewski
Ms. Pamela Aquino 
Bev, Marilynn, Susan, Karen,  
 Beth & Ellen 
Ms. Patricia Palma 
Sheila & Joe, Diane,  
 Sharon & Jim

Beverly A. Spawton
Mr. Kenneth D. Spawton, Sr.

Shirley M. Specht
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Meldrum 
Mr. Michael Noltee 
Mr. Ronald Specht 
The Otto & Gretchen 
 Thering Families

Ronald J. Spoth
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Spoth

Thomas C. Sprankle
Mr. & Mrs. John Sprankle

Walter Stadnik
Mrs. Sandra T. Stadnik

Ray N. Staff
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bauman 
Mrs. Hope P. Comerford 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Smith

Frank E. Stawitz
Ms. Kimberly E. Radt

Leon J. Stein
Family & Friends of  
 Leon J. Stein



JOURNEYS VOLUME 3, 2021   |   37

S–W | tribute gifts

Susan M. Steinhilber
Ms. Deborah Plaza 
The PTO Board 
Ms. Kay L. Steinhilber

Gail N. Sterlace
Mr. & Mrs. William Dunford

Harold J. Stiller
Mrs. Catherine Parker

Patricia A. Stinziano
Ms. Judy Liberty 
PHATS Family 
SPHEM Family 
Dr. Gerald D. Stinziano

Carol M. Stohrer
Mr. Edwin F. Stohrer, Jr.

Donald W. Storm
David & Barbara Elias

Dorothy J. Stovall-Henry
Mr. Arthur J. Henry

Rebecca J. Stowell
The Staff at B & W 
Lori, Rosemary & Susan   
 Buchbinder 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth M. Giroux 
Bev & Joe Gracz, Myra   
 Young, Ron Szcerbiak,   
 Cynthia Bamberg and Frank &  
 Lyn Felicetta 
Mr. John P. McCarthy 
Mr. Thomas J. McCarthy

Nancy R. Strano
Ms. Betty A. Strano 
Mr. Joseph Strano

Harry A. Stuckey
Ms. Gail M. Taggart

Mary Lucille Summers
BHPC Staff & Angela, Bob,  
 Jay & Dr. Jacobu 
Reverend Bernard Olszewski

Kathy A. Sundeen
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G.   
 Sanderson

Joseph J. Surage
Alan & Michele Scheff  
 Family Fund

Charles T. Swalm
Mr. & Mrs. Russ E. Kaegebein 
Olin Chlor Alkali Products  
 & Vinyls

Benjamin T. Sweeney
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Bono

Robert J. Szalda
Anonymous

Patricia A. Szast
Bob, Susie, Kim, Brian, Rob,  
 Kyra, Tyler & Ginny 
Marty, Beth Ann Cannon  
 & Children 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony B.   
 Gerevics 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory M.   
 Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Heidinger 
Lynda, Gerry, Mark,  
 Nicki & Zach

Ruth L. Szustakowski
Ms. Judith E. Szustakowski

Joanne Talbot
Ms. Clare Talbot

Albert Tebo
Mr. & Mrs. Wilford G. Kibler

Chrystine M. Tedeschi
Ms. Candace Carberry 
Ms. Patricia Chrzanowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Gulino 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Marshall 
The Miller Family - Gerri,   
 David, Rick, Edward & Todd 
Ms. Laura Mongeon &  
 Mr. Rob Filippone 
Ms. Linda Rogalski 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Brian Same 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Terreri 
Ron, JoAnne & Suzie Wishman

Jospeh A. Teresi, Jr.
The Westside Girls + 1 -   
 Connie, Debbie F., Debbie S.,  
 Dawn, Erika, Jeanine, LadyDi,  
 & Carol Gaspar

Daniel & Ann Thiebolt
Ms. Karen L. Mikols

Nancy Thomas
Mr. Paul Thomas

Frank B. Thorn, Sr.
National Fuel Gas Company -  
 Officers & Directors

Hazel V. Todtenhagen
Mrs. Doris Milewski

Elio Toffoli
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P.  
 Rinehart, Jr. 
Ms. Pauline Wachter & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan C. Wright

John Tokarczyk
Ms. Carol A. Tokarczyk

Linda Tomczak
Ms. Geraldine Tomczak 
Ms. Louise D. Tomczak

Urban Raymond Tomczak
Keith & Janet Hibbert 
Mr. & Mrs. David Sarner

John J. & Virginia M. 
Tornabene
Mr. & Mrs. Jack J. Tornabene

John Travers
Ms. Elizabeth Casciani &  
 Ms. Annette Kurzdorfer

Amarlys S. Trometer
Mr. Kenneth J. Trometer

Eleanore M. Turski
Ms. Susan Danahy

Elmer N. Uhle
Mr. & Mrs. John Fridmann 
Mrs. Joann Uhle

Roberta Urban
Ms. Karen Bly

Eleanor G. Urbanczyk
Peter & Doris Houghton 
Family & Friends of  
 Eleanor G. Urbanczyk

Grace P. Valente
Mr. Michael Valente

John Vallone
Mrs. Rosalie J. Vallone

Margaret R. Verner
Mr. Noel E. Emerling

Arlene VeRost
Ms. Mary Beth McGrath 
Mrs. Dolly Severino 
Jill & Anthony Smolen 
Ms. Nancy A. Snopkowski

Ann Vigue
Mrs. Cheryl Robinson

Samuel A. Vizzini
Miss Patricia A. Vizzini

Alan H. Vogt
Mrs. Phyllis Vogt

Jane Marie Volz-Newsome
Mr. James Cherubini 
Mr. Albert Furman 
Mr. Michael Poser

Dr. Brenda J. Voorhis
Ms. Cynthia Nickerson

Mila Rose Vukovic
Mr. & Mrs. Darren R. Vukovic

John L. Wade
Anonymous 
Ms. Tina Mancuso 
Ms. Jennifer Mayes 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Sutherland 
Ms. Brooke Taylor-Puglisi 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Topolski 
Mr. Richard L. Topolski 
Western New York Urology  
 Associates, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Witmer

“Thank you to the many caregivers that were part of Dad’s team. I want you all to know 
that you are all outstanding. You go above and beyond your call of duty with the care 
you give.”
— Angela and Robert, Buffalo
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Gary J. Wahl
Mrs. Kathleen P. Wahl

David A. Waite
Ms. Christina Lipski

Joan L. Wakeman
Mr. David N. Wakeman

Frank Walczak
Thomas & Diane Walczak &  
 Family

George W. Wallace
Monica, Wesley & Elli Burgin 
Mrs. Anne O’Grady Curtis 
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Hanavan 
Ms. Donna J. Ludwig 
Mr. & Mrs. C. James Stellrecht 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Vitale

Helen P. Wallace
Mr. John C. Wallace, Jr.

Peter A. Walter
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Walter

Richard Walton, Sr.
Mr. Brian R. Serwicki

Edward Warren
Walden Bailey Social Club

Anna Weaver
Ms. Elly Barry 
Mr. Kenneth P. Weaver

Matthew Weaver
SkillsUSA Potter  
 Career Centers

Ronald R. Wech
Mr. & Mrs. Reginald C. Eyre

Arlene A. Weigel
Ms. Lynn Dekleva 
Loomis Sayles & Company, L.P. 
Family & Friends of  
 Arlene A. Weigel 
Keith & Mary Weigel

Ilja Julius Weinrieb, MD
Dr. James Paul &  
 Mrs. Gloria J. Paul

Patricia Welch
Ms. Lauryn M. Plyler

William R. Welsh
Ms. Karen Negron

Dorothy A. Wendel
Ms. Janet Duff 
Orchard Park Speech Dept. 
SolEpoxy, Inc.

Jerome G. Werner
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Werner

Charles L. Weseman
Ms. Janet Armstrong &  
 Ms. Bonny Lawrence 
Chris & Karen Lawrence,   
 Brianna, Kristin & Kelsey

Dennis M. Wesolek
Mrs. Phyllis B. Wesolek

Mildred M. Westfall
Mr. Dale J. Blanchard

Thomas E. Whelan, Sr.
National Fire  
 Adjustment Co., Inc. 
Mr. Thomas E. Whelan, Jr.

Helen White
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Mack

Donna E. Wickham
Mr. Laverne E. Wickham

Orrah M. Wicks
Ms. June S. Beary 
Mrs. Susan House

Mary “Peggy” Widman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Howse 
Mrs. Teresa A. Howse

Margaret C. Willett
Ms. Kathleen Augello 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Carra 
Mrs. Patricia Willett Daniels 
Holland Land Title &  
 Abstract Co., Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Markarian 
Mr. Anthony S. Messina 
Ms. Francine E. Nicholas 
Mr. Rodney Personius

Dawn R. Wind
Mr. Philip P. Grudzien

Margaret A. Winiewicz
Mr. John Winiewicz

Robert D. Witulski
Ilene Nichols and Bill &  
 Sally Hard 
Ms. Donna N. Nichols

Theda & Lloyd Wolf
Mr. Daniel Wolf

Ruth A. Wolff
The Wolff Family

Mabel L. Wood
Mr. Leroy M. Wood

Ellen B. Woodrich
Lipsitz, Ponterio &  
 Comerford, LLC

Catherine Wora
John Wora

Else Idea Worobel
Anonymous

Cynthia A. Woytash
Anonymous

Emily K. Wozniak
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Kulczyk

Patricia R. Wright
Ms. Nancy Knoerl

John W. Wrobel
Mr. Kevin Horbowicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W.   
 McIntyre 
The Welch/Wrobel Families

Geraldine E. Wypior
Dr. & Mrs. John Dantonio 
Drs. Stuart & Jane Fischman 
Ms. Patricia J. Napora 
Michael, Justin & 
 Jacob Nowak 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ratajczak 
Jan Ross 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest E. White 
Nick & Kasey White 
Madison, Bailey &  
 Camden Wypior

Peter W. Yates
Mrs. Linda Yates

William R. Yockey
Ms. Grace A. Yockey

John G. Young
Mrs. Elaine Young

Andrew Youngers, Jr.
Ms. Marlene A. Youngers

Violet & Julie Zajac
Reverend Richard E. Zajac

Arlene T. Zalemski
Mr. Paul Nosal 
DOC Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J.   
 Szustakowski

Susan M. Zebro
First Niagara Bank Foundation 
Mr. David M. Zebro 
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan M. Zebro

Kathleen A. Zemrose
Sanderson Wealth   
 Management, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Sanderson

Altha M. Zgoda
Mr. Frank J. Zgoda, Jr.

Denise L. Zgoda
Ms. Janet Grzedzicki

Margaret Zillner
Mrs. Marguerite M. Villa

Michael J. Ziolkowski
Ms. Patricia M. Ziolkowski

Stanley A. Zmuda
Ms. Karen Drzymala 
Ms. Debra J. St. John

Marino Zullich
Mr. Aldo Bernobich 
Mrs. Liana Cummiskey 
Ms. Laura Jarocha 
Ms. Paula Troie

Janey A. Zylka
Michael & Elizabeth Sweeney  
 Charitable Fund

Dorothy Zynda
Mrs. Linda A. Zynda

*— Deceased
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Mr. Donald J. Blesnuk 
Ms. Patricia A. Sheehan

The Love of Jesus Christ 
Mr. James P. O’Connor

Mr. & Mrs. William DeLuca 
Ms. Kathleen Shevlet

Dennis T. Gorski* 
Anonymous

Mr. Colt Hart 
Safelite AutoGlass Foundation

Mr. Joseph Helowicz 
Anonymous

Hospice Buffalo - Team 4 
Ms. Joan Mancuso

Hospice Buffalo - Team 5 
Mrs. Marie Occhino

Hospice Buffalo - Team 6 
Mr. John Rahill

Ms. Amber Hultgren 
Mr. Alexander Hultgren

Mrs. Carrianne Hultgren 
Mr. Alexander Hultgren

Christopher Kerr, MD 
Mrs. Dana R. Dee 
Mr. Michael J. Guerra, Jr. 
Inspiration Networks 
Mrs. Joyce Ortman

John A. Larkin 
Dr. Judith E. Larkin

Teagan Law 
Mrs. Nancy B. Stevens

Mrs. Josephine Ledwin 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald T. Ledwin

Mr. Vincent J. Mancuso 
Health Foundation for Western  
 and Central New York

Mr. Ronald McLean 
Ms. Sharon Winer

Mr. David Milch 
Mr. Thomas M. Fontana

Robert A. Milch, MD* 
Mr. William E. Carey

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Militello 
Ruthie, Sue & Chuck and Tom  
 & Linda

Palliative Care Nurses & 
Staff 
The Traver Family

Our Clients & Friends 
Feldman Kieffer, LLP

Ms. Jane Reitmeier 
Mr. Leonard Polchlopek &  
 Ms. Lynne Marshall

Our Friend Scott 
Ms. Julie A. LaGreca

Mr. Anthony Stinson 
Mrs. Nanette A. Babiarz

Ms. Jenine M. 
Trzewieczynski 
Mrs. Cheryl Rudin

*— Deceased

in honor of...in honor of...

Listed below are one-time gifts of $100 or more received 
from January 1 – June 30, 2021 that were made in honor of 
a single tribute. Please know that with proper information 
provided at the time of your donation, notification of 
all gifts, regardless of amount, is sent to the individual 
being honored.

If there is an error or omission, we are sincerely sorry. Please 
contact the Hospice Foundation at (716) 686-8090 so we may 
address this.

A caring way to express love and 
recognition for someone is to give a gift 
to Hospice & Palliative Care Buffalo in 
their honor. Occasions and milestones 
such as weddings, anniversaries, 
birthdays and graduations are 
wonderful opportunities to fulfill a 
personal gesture of thoughtfulness 
while affording support for patients  
and their families.
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Save the Date!Save the Date!
HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE BUFFALO 2021 EVENTS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021
Light-A-Life Memorial Tree Lighting Ceremony

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2021
Virtual Winter Solstice Time of Remembrance

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE BUFFALO 2022 EVENTS

FEBRUARY 28 – MARCH 5, 2022 
Spring Bouquet Sale

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2022 
Hospice Memorial Walk

THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022 
Summer Affair

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2022 
Harvest Fest

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2022 
Light-A-Life Memorial Tree Lighting Ceremony

• To receive the Journeys
newsletter electronically, email
info@palliativecare.org

• To receive community
and event updates, email
info@palliativecare.org

• For volunteer opportunities, email
volunteer@palliativecare.org  or
call (716) 989-2014

• To be removed from
the mailing list, email
info@palliativecare.org  or
call (716) 686-8090

Mail / Email Update 

November is National 
Hospice & Palliative 
Care Month
Please advocate to help those with 
serious illness live life as fully as 
possible. Share your Hospice story 
on our Facebook page.


